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GENERAL STATISTICAL AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS 


Aréa: Land. 3 sie £8 5 alieua widsS tele: © mteaee bo Sab Ties tem ne re ea ee 111,692 Acres 
Number of Parishes, 2! 5.5.26. 0355.2 a2 du-. 5 oy sensed ance) Ween ie deo 53 
Rateable Value (3i:3.72)../2 2 3 43.ten. 4 pees peor ee ee eee bin, Oe oh oe en £2,03 1,362 
Sum.represented by aipenny rate, <. . 3.) sees code = ei een tee eee ae £20,322 
Number of inhabited houses\(31-3.72). . = s.4 seu. aerate a cree se cit See eee 19,586 
Estimated mid-year Home Population (I972)) & jaws ae tee eee ee: 53,930 
Census Population; 197.0 jc... cc cSue ccc se av age) ae aneir, ayraaa tect Samet eet Seer ae eee 33,502 


The District is of a mixed urban and rural nature with the villages near Cambridge acting largely as a 
dormitory area for the City. 


Birth Rate sey 
(Corrected) 14.8 
Death Rate 1122 
(Corrected) oT. 
Infant Mortality 
Rate 12.0 
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To the Chairman and Members of the 
Chesterton Rural District Council 


Ladies and Gentlemen, 


I have the honour to present the report for the year 1971, prepared in accordance with Ministry of 
Health Circular 1/72 dated 3rd January, 1972. 

As this report covers a year when your Medical Officer of Health was Dr. J. R. M. Murdoch, it would 
clearly be invidious for me to make any comment on its content, other than to commend it to you, and to 
the general public of the district, as a most interesting, detailed and informative account of the work 
undertaken for the health of the community. 

I am sure I am only following the wish of Dr. Murdoch in expressing to all concerned, members and 
fellow officers alike, his sincere thanks for their help, encouragement and advice throughout his period of 
office. 


M. E. HOCKEN 
Acting Medical Officer of Health 


VITAL STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR 


(The mid-year home population is used for the statistical cal 


culations) 


Live Births Male Female 
Legitimate: itor ots conten s ce shag onion 429 386 
Wepitimiate » ooo 2h aye: ui see ae ee eee 13 19 

Tota eee esters cs ie tia Sete cee ener ee 442 405 

Birth rate per thousand ‘estimated population <7: -.)..'2). 7) fe 2 ss ee oe pee 

Birth rate corrected by comparability factor (0.94) 0. 22S 2 2 ee oe ee ee 

Birth rate per thousand population (England and Wales) ......4...... 2.550 ee eee 

Still Births Male Female 
Legitemate: oscil cee dora ene ee re oe ~ 4 
WMegitimate: {234,304 cis a pas eee eee ere — = 

Motadls: 205 2 sete Bee eee 4 + 
Rate per thousand live ‘and still births’..22 0.04) 0/255 be Oh ets ee 
Rate per thousand live and still births (England and Wales) ............ J. .50 5 
Male Female 

Deaths: 2) 052k Saw blemee eee ee Rs ee 296 308 
Death rate per thousand estimated population. =.) 2.). 2.25. .4-.5.2 5) eee 
Death rate corrected by comparability factor (0:87) .....2..2.2 425 0 eee 
Death rate per thousand’population (England and Wales) .......2.2. m2 se eee 

Infant Mortality. Deaths of infants under one year of age 

Male Female 
Repitinvate’ oi .:cccnn a een tue, cee Ace Boe ee 3 (2) 6 (3) 
Hilegitimate: nc: oo Gas hon ci: Sree eras RE eine oe —(-) 1(1) 
Totals. Jaton Uo eran ek Stee ae ee ee 3 (2) 7 (4) 

(Deaths of infants under four weeks of age are shown in brackets.) 

Infant Mortality Rate. (Infant deaths under one year per thousand live births) ............... 

Infant Mortality Rate. (England and Wales) .........1 5... eee «enue crate cree 

Neonatal Mortality Rate. (Infant deaths under four weeks per thousand live births) .......... 

Early Neonatal Mortality Rate. (Infant deaths under one week per thousand live births)........ 


Perinatal Mortality Rate. (Stillbirths and deaths under one week combined per 

still births) (cf es bas fe a ae eee 
Legitimate Infant mortality rate per thousand legitimate live births ....... 
Illegitimate Infant mortality rate per thousand illegitimate live births ...... 
Illegitimate live births per cent of total live births .................. 
Maternal Deaths. (Deaths ascribed to pregnancy, childbirth and abortion) .. . 
Maternal mortality rate per thousand live and still births .............. 
Deaths from cancer (all ages). isc) 2. 2. dsc eee ee ne eee ee 
Deaths from tuberculosis (all-ages).~.\..... Bakeries see ee nee 
Deaths from pneumonia. ....0. . 7. Saee ese oie sree 
Deaths from ischaemic heart disease . . .. Saeyescetewns eee =e Sale 


thousand live and 


=| 2) So (6 @ =) =) 0)unhin OanGnnD 
o)'e (6 © [a Le, ial <0 she ee 
© (6.<@ ie 40) @) it ele) ofl mane 
6) 1620) Oi, Seyja mh ela eer 
6:16, ke -@) 66, (ee) fewie eel ee 
« ee) ‘ae fe) 6 eee ene 


2 So ws! Soe Le ge eh we 


CERTAIN COMPARATIVE RATES 
1961 1962 — 1963) 964" 21965 1966:* 4967 1968" 1969 1970 +197] 


*Birth Rate Lele eee ON anise leo isO 173" 17.5 166 17.1 15.7 
“*Death Rate MOS MOM) ses Oa so oe 103 103. It bi... 11.2- 11.2 
Infant Mortality Rate 14.3 CeO eee OE 14 1 13.7_. 12.2... 24:3... 17.0. 12.0 


G2) 2.©)) C2) GD 1d0) +2) G2) aD) a) @ ©) 


* These rates are uncorrected. The figures in brackets are the number of infant deaths in each year. 


TABLE CLASSIFYING DEATHS UNDER AGE GROUPS 


Ages Male Female Total 
Urnclere A.\SELG cos ceo ee oo ee eee 2 4 6 
Agweeksrandiinden | cc .c oews eee chs « 1 3 4 
MBANGEUTOCTIO) fiavers = feos Goo oo) elarelene O's 1 - 1 
S anal Wiavolere 11S). Rs ee 2 1 3 
1S) auaal (wine ie 25 \e ee 9 2 11 
2S aval uml S35). 20a w) 3 5 
315) aiivel thlsin Sy See 9 4 13 
AS) ariel iO SS" ee 15 9 24 
SS ainvel Wines" See 48 27 WD 
OS ative iio 7/5 See 90 64 154 
7S aloe - Se 117 191 308 
THONGS. Geb’ 5 eek ee 296 308 604 
GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES FOR THE AREA 
Medical Officer of Health 


The appointment of Medical Officer of Health for Chesterton Rural District Council and South 
Cambridgeshire Rural District Council is combined with that of Senior Medical Officer to the 
Cambridgeshire and Isle of Ely County Council. 


Public Health Inspectors 


Mr. E. B. Newman holds the appointment of Chief Public Health Inspector. Mr. N. D. Addison is Deputy 
Chief Public Health Inspector. Mr. W. A. Barchi, District Inspector, relinquished his post during the year, 
and was replaced by Mr. R. Finch from Bedford. Mr. J. L. Goswell and Mr. G. D. Vail continue as District 
Inspectors. 


Laboratory Facilities 


Chemical and bacteriological examinations of water are made by the Public Analyst at Cambridge. The 
Public Health Laboratory, Cambridge, undertakes bacteriological and biological examinations of milk and 
bacteriological examinations of water samples, and all necessary examinations in cases of infectious disease. 


Hospitals 


Cases of infectious disease are treated at the Isolation Hospital, Cambridge. So far as general hospitals are 
concerned, Addenbrooke’s Hospital, Cambridge, deals with the majority of cases from this area. The 
hospitals situated within the county district area are the Fulbourn Hospital for mental diseases, the Ida 
Darwin Hospital for the mentally subnormal (also at Fulbourn), and Papworth Hospital for the treatment 
of tuberculosis and other thoracic conditions. The latter hospital is also connected with the Papworth 
Village Settlement. 


THE PUBLIC HEALTH (Infectious Diseases) REGULATIONS, 1968 


No notices were issued during the year under these Regulations. 


NOTIFICATION OF INFECTIOUS DISEASE IN AGE GROUPS 1971 


Scarlet Whooping 
Age in Years Fever Cough Measles Dysentery 


Under 1 year 


Infective 
Jaundice 


— 


5-9 

10—14 
15—24 

25 and over 
Age unknown 


1970 Totals 


lLownrnnl!] ele 
l onmnw!] = | 


—" 


Food 
Age in Years Poisoning 


Under 5 
5—14 


15—44 
45—64 

65 and over 
Age unknown 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Three respiratory cases were notified for the first time during the year. On balance at the end of the 
year the number of persons on the respiratory register remained the same. 
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TUBERCULOSIS REGISTER 1971 


1. Number of cases on register at commence 
ment of year 


2. Number of cases notified for first time 
during the year under regulations 


3. Cases restored to register 


4. Cases added to register otherwise than by 
notification under regulations 
(a) Transferred from other Districts 
(b) From Death Returns 


5. Number of cases removed from register 


6. Number of cases remaining on register at 
end of year 


AGE AND SEX DISTRIBUTION 
RESPIRATORY AND NON-RESPIRATORY TUBERCULOSIS 
CASES ON REGISTER 31.12.71 


PUBLIC HEALTH (AIRCRAFT) REGULATIONS 1966 
Dr. B. W. M. Macartney (with whom your Medical Officer of Health has formal deputising 


arrangements), Dr. C. G. Eastwood and Dr. C. M. Gourlay have kindly agreed to be appointed for 
deputising arrangements in the absence of the Medical Officer of Health. 


NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT, 1948, Section 47 
NATIONAL ASSISTANCE (AMENDMENT) ACT, 1951, Section 1 


No action was necessary during the year under these Acts. 


NATIONAL HEALTH ACT, 1948, Section 50 


Two burials were effected during the year under the provisions of this section. 


REPORT 


OF THE 


SraeEr PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR 


E. B. NEWMAN 


A.R.S.H., F.A.P.H.1., A.M.I.P.H.E. 


PARISH STATISTICS 


Total No. 
No. of 
Separate Council 
Popula- 971 Dwellings 31.3.72 Rateable | Estimated 
tion 1961 lp Rate 
Acteage Census i ot By Product 


Bar Hill 

Barton 

Bourn 
Boxworth 
Caldecote 
Caxton 
Childerley 
Comberton 
Conington 
Coton 
Cottenham 
Croxton 

Dry Drayton 
Elsworth 
Eltisley 

Fen Ditton 
Fen Drayton 
Fulbourn 
Girton 
Grantchester 
Graveley 
Hardwick 
Harlton 
Harston 
Haslingfield 
Hauxton 
Histon 
Horningsea 
Impington 
Knapwell 
Landbeach 
Lolworth 
Longstanton 
Madingley 
Milton 

Newton 
Oakington 
Over 

Papworth Everard 
Papworth St. Agnes 
Rampton 
Shelford, Great 
Shelford, Little 
Stapleford 
Stow-cum-Quy 
Swavesey 
Teversham 
Toft 
Waterbeach 
Westwick 
Wilbraham, Great 
Wilbraham, Little 
Willingham 
Utilities 


* Including Council Dwellings and Caravans 

+ Including 258 Service Dwellings 

+ Including 205 Service Dwellings 

§ Including Hospitals, Colleges and Institutional Residents 

|| Including Civilian Dependents of Servicemen and Servicemen 

(Property purchased by the Council and reconditioned classified as Post-1945) 
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REPORT OF THE CHIEF PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR 
(Mr. E. B. Newnian, A.R.S.H., F.A.P.H.I., A.M.I.P.H.E.) 


The following is a summary of inspections carried out during 1971: 
Seer SUE CTIONS RECORDED) icc os bes ce be we eee ee tees 


General Sanitation 


ee aE SNC N SUR Pee EP, che Ce gg Sls, 4, 6 sc wa 6 vob Siam Glenmore al 
Oo LYGe a BETIS WESISSIGT Greate) EVI TOR hi 
SpeterPOnULMNaPeHOM SeWEEaZe9 Fs ae hn kk ee ee we eet ee sees 
SCOTS ya a Saute cid Ge oe a2) ane tba eC e, e r 
a CLES ISS Ga Bye ueaes Gant. es ele en a 
TES BUS 5 orate Se slag oie coe adh ne cue ee 
Seeminmeny CUMIMOUS LEISONS OF PIODEILY <6. Gs. jc tw we ene ee awe 
Laas iehimerigal 2 2 chalgenets 2/:cR a 0S ee) eee ee 
SE STAN \AISIIS <2 5) ote lls a 0s ire ale Pe nc 
I: PP sere et ee rie oie ce AL nbs nse te eee aan saemanes 
nin!) 27S 5 a 4  dogasties alten decee ec wGneC RINSE 7) ta hin 
Sana boarding Establishments and Pet Shops Act ........... 0200 cee een eee ees 
ice iepsandsnailway Premises\Act ...... 0.050.200 e vce u eva e nese ececce 
OT CEE ANGI. “aug, 2d ah nens MS Rie ayer nara 
aN ed ee ete se cher z ile GPS ah eed wd Ga Sele digs eo els Sem wv os 
7, SS DULBIEY? 005.5 uagGegnenert) ie eke GN ete aeons ee 
PPR SEA are Se arity Sas fo cM Sos ws lee eB ebee a we swe epee ee 
oe) Se MIRAI 5 928 gee tle ciel ge asad ag leo ge le a a 
EOC CMOUSE Tweet, Oc eh tc ste es Cae Ee ee Me cle ata Fee's 
LES SSS yo 0 or cl Ry aeaperteld atte ie al tie lata ae a Ae, Ae a 
aE PTI Oey sie fale) fcc, c, acn GENES «4 6 a ace Sahel wiles cies Se be 4 ees 
a Ree HUME Pees heehee PE Sm. Pe a ne See gee oR Les eae ae es 


Inspection of Food and Food Premises 


Siiemereamine (Milk and Other Foods) ...............-00-ceecuveccwcees 
SPREE TEENS Ss ese eis ssf vin do ebel oye cen mo since teh elas se wmaun 
Pees Eraiopsrand Preserved POOd Premises... 6. ee ec te ee tees 
Mee EEMMISE IRCLAUCIS) cose nck cs bh eee ee en Ses ee wdc ee ees 
Pemeem SMINCStAUTAMUS CHC: chs cs su sc ee he ct cc est eee eslecuwueanue 
1 FW TE IPSIRTRYSS 5 sdneleo aN rep la 
RE PPR 2 aes A sc a Ra eo obser ss scopes eo sn 49 ee thee 
aero CMente Ses (EUDIIC LIOUSES, CLC.) 2. wc a ee ee ee eee eee tees 
aE ESOC OUNALI ONS ooo oe 2 ce am -hy aisduiny ours sept ome +) iss sham wile wo wom eceyern e) aenele ots 
PeceEerITaWONDclIVery VEIMCIES . on... ec est ta et ese seme ens 


Housing 


LeaMMPEUS pe ciIOn Sse Aa 9S), is tenet IAL. Shsiwad <lade's(h i Rl Se Re'e sob sls B% Tle eowk 
ae Te A Ps 2. ec ous) 1 atssio eesh densinsvibyehssh sk oceueiw So woes tse) 
EP MAS DE CTIONS|(EIOUSINE ACTS). 6 scl fo nmr aue wos my en eres cee oe ps eee se ele me 
NE SN ne co Waar cn agi e)sfgrcice GERI tae 68. © ne SA, Wy a fennlala Bim Ae. 
cE Ger a tree tee Res eg Win, occu ny. GE Ssaep,o U1 Sfigsuse Gr na) a on me Bow apde-e 
Reena ose Bote ATG) GMaMGS eveb vcd ele mn a, mumesOsaees! m2) s)tn(e 9) 04 eae, 0: Gye acs) ae 8 awe ae 
pee UMM TAN DRENNAN Pete (8 a at sr Sp Wags gies 9 gard, © facta dySi.epnphe 9a mas, & 
Oe FTARSEAVS shs5y5) Gey TOL Sie lad Je Se oer Oe 
EMINEM ETI ALCS Meg oan rnc ato eae cous Gdpsch mi aySvd. Samed. autinn @ o,0.8 & A.» wae danane 


Infectious Diseases 
Sistecar mai inleSeare eee eee see bien tos A) AU, We a 


HOUSING 


1. Total Number of Council Houses erected between 1920 and 1939 


2. Post War Housing Progress 


Permanent Non-Traditional 

Dwellings completed in 1946 18 - 
ye _ », 1947 52 16 
@ a , 1948 77 10 
e a », 1949 Dil 70 
* she », 1950 tS _ 
“ es lS 133 — 
_ i sy IOS 106 — 
“a me 5 IOS3! 184 = 
% ¥ Selo s4! 229 70 
“ ie 5 1DSS 121 28 
* e L956 90 - 
$2 ¥. 4, OSH 102 — 
Es a », 1958 69 — 
bs a4 5 HOSS 126 _ 
Y Ms 5, 1960 14 _ 
By Me 55 NOI 18 _ 
ie e L962 24 _ 
‘ i ,, 1963 56 
Mu * », 1964 11 - 
6 3 965 15 - 
eS s. », 1966 MWD 164 
a an 5 ISYS7/ 90 _ 
a », 1968 216 - 
iy ne ,, 1969 25 — 
x y. 970 2 — 
a IDA 40 - 
Totals 2,166 358 


(These figures are exclusive of conversions into flats and conversions of hutments) 


Total number of dwellings completed by the Council post-war up to 31.3.72: 


Prefabricated Bungalows ........... 
Bungalows * ict. eons: ee ara 
Flats. <0. Sat uae ee eee eee ee 


Hut Conversions (now demolished) ... . 
Permanent Housés5. 0%. ee aeners See 


Prefabs 
5 
45 


1,320 


* Including 164 Industrial Dwellings of various types and 17 new houses purchased by the Council. 
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Dwellings in course of erection or contracts prepared at 31.3.72: 


iiraditionalllousesis a2... see ee 32 
Traditional Bungalows ............ 18 
Tieehhnonell ENS 5 55555555555 5555 32 
lindustnaliiouses=..ase55.++ 0... Nil 
Industial(Bungalows..2........... Nil 
Industrial Flats/Maisonettes ......... Nil 

VigtalWeees 2c ck ws ok 82 


3. Private Development 
Number of houses built by private enterprise, year ending 31.3.72: 


Penmanentihouses 1. #2..........- 321 
| IIIS (rh chen ay bP eS a, i ] 
‘TNOIGIIE a ysc5 eae See 322 
TiGtal-aumber of private dwellings post-war up to 31.3.72...........0 020 cee eee eee 5,708 


4. Slum Clearance 


The total number of properties scheduled shows an increase of 58 mostly as a result of surveys €arried 
out in four parishes where large private estates exist. Active steps are being taken to encourage the estate 
owners to upgrade 29 of these dwellings with improvement grant assistance and to restore them to the 
available housing stock. 

It will be seen from Table No. 1 that 304 dwellings have been demolished or are the subjects of Closing 
Orders or formal Undertakings and 153 have been reconditioned (usually with grant aid) leaving 117 
remaining to be dealt with. 

These 117 dwellings have been reviewed recently and 25 were found to be occupied by elderly 
owner-occupiers who could not be disturbed without creating undue hardship. Fifty have reconditioning 
under consideration by the owners, eight are awaiting voluntary demolition and 24 are considered to have a 
further short life before action becomes essential. Formal action is pending on the remaining ten. 

The position has therefore been reached when the slum clearance problem has been eliminated leaving a 
fairly static situation where a few dwellings are reclassified as unfit each year and a few are eliminated by 
demolition or re-conditioning similarly. In very few cases it is necessary to provide specific alternative 
accommodation for the tenants of such houses. The majority can be housed by means of casual vacancies as 
they occur in the existing Council dwellings. 

The emphasis is now obviously on the preservation and modernisation of existing housing stocks — more 
especially having regard to the ever-increasing cost of replacement. The Housing Act, 1969 has undoubtedly 
encouraged owners in this direction by increasing the grants available and by removing almost entirely the 
previous somewhat irksome conditions imposed. A summary of the work carried out in this connection 
appears later in this Report. 

The Housing Manager is now responsible for the visiting and reporting on existing accommodation of 
any applicants for Council houses and close liaison is maintained so as to ensure that all cases involving 
unfit accommodation are followed up and appropriate action taken by the Public Health Department. 

In November, 1971 a complete review of the housing need was carried out under the auspices of the 
Clerk, which revealed a total of 274 applicants on the “active’’ or urgent list with a further 178 on the 
“pending” list (low priority classification). Allocation of Council accommodation is now based on a 
“points” scheme designed to throw up as far as possible the most urgent cases. In this context a maximum 
of 30 points can be allocated by the Department to any tenant of property considered unfit where slum 
clearance action is contemplated. At the best, the system can only serve as a guide to the Selection 
Committee who still claim some discretion in their judgement to allow for local knowledge and their 
personal knowledge of an applicant’s circumstances. 
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TABLE No. 1 
REVISED SLUM CLEARANCE SCHEDULE AS AT 31st MARCH, 1972 


Demolished 


or 
Closing Demolition 
Parishes Order Order Remainder 


Bar Hill 

Barton 

Bourn 
Boxworth 
Caldecote* 
Caxton 
Childerley 
Comberton 
Conington 
Coton 
Cottenham 
Croxton* 

Dry Drayton 
Elsworth 
Eltisley 

Fen Ditton 
Fen Drayton 
Fulbourn 
Girton 
Grantchester 
Graveley 
Hardwick* 
Harlton 
Harston 
Haslingfield 
Hauxton 
Histon 
Horningsea 
Impington 
Knapwell 
Landbeach 
Lolworth 
Longstanton 
Madingley 
Milton 

Newton 
Oakington 
Over 

Papworth Everard 
Papworth St. Agnes* 
Rampton 
Shelford, Great 
Shelford, Little 
Stapleford 
Stow-cum-Quy 
Swavesey 
Teversham 
Toft 
Waterbeach 
Westwick 
Wilbraham, Great 
Wilbraham, Little 
Willingham 


a 


* Parishes re-surveyed during the year and properties re-categorised. 
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The following figures summarise the action taken by the Department during the year ending 31.3.72: 


hlousesnspected (excluding improvement grants) 2.2.00 5.0 ee 279 
BUS ORC UICIIS WEISS 5 ais rae ears Seon al a ee 180 
ob DE VEC in OUNCES TE (a oa a ee an 1 
cob Gnbss leit @/ NSIC BEI a eae, gate eee eee yg 25 
os LE RUSE DGUSIOLSI SS ee ee ee 37 
SS CII TICS Se Re eae ee 5 
Momonvnenenmclosine Orders lifted’ ht... es- sa eee ee ee 10 
Fieuses made fit (excluding improvement grants) ..............000 0 cee ee 96 


The remaining 117 unfit houses included in the slum clearance category are unlikely to produce more 
than some 25 tenants who may require rehousing by the Council and these are almost exclusively elderly 
persons or couples which can be readily assimilated by casual vacancies. The rocketing costs of new building 
make it even more attractive to renovate old property and the criteria of “reasonable cost” can no longer be 
the limiting factor. Further house building for strictly slum clearance purposes can no longer be justified 
therefore although there will always be a need for small units of accommodation for the elderly. 

Since the introduction of the Housing Act, 1930 the following total action has been taken (up to 
31.3.72): 


Peete RO ushed (ROLMAIY Parke. lhe Eee eed ivial Ge dns ode aed es ae ble we ee ee we 933 
Pa NO CMOUSNEM (VOM tALINY) eahwaeais oa. odconavava a alas aie stealee decease e. 251 
NDE SOE CIAL WNGETtAKINGS: Api) eekseel. avers! s aliet ocean oa oes SNe wee Fae a os 233 
O07 ST COE Das WCIONG Sn eee ae 318 
MamesmMadeniuby Statutory action ©... sce ek et tt ww ne we eee a ee S52. 
Houses made fit by informal action (excluding improvement grants) .......... 1,965 


5. Temporary Accommodation 


The Social Services Department of the County Council can provide short-term emergency 
accommodation for evicted or homeless families but this is seldom called upon as a result of the general 
improvement in the housing situation and the greater security afforded to tenants by recent legislation. The 
Council can usually help fairly quickly from casual vacancies should the need arise. 

The real problem concerns those families consistently in arrears of rent where eviction is fully justified 
but offers little in the way of a solution. One possible answer may be the acquisition by the Council of a 
stock of lower grade properties to which such tenants could be transferred. In fact, 19 such cottages have 
been purchased for repair on a short term basis but only nine have been reconditioned — the remaining ten 
being demolished to make way for redevelopment. A further 18 properties were rejected on closer 
investigation. 


6. Improvement Grants (Discretionary ) 


The Council has always operated this scheme enthusiastically since its inception in 1949 (apart from two 
short periods of suspension due to the large number of applications in hand). 

The initial survey and report is made by the Public Health Department in association with their other 
housing functions and the schemes are subsequently checked and finalised by the architectural staff of the 
Engineer and Surveyor. This arrangement works very smoothly and ensures an effective and speedy 
procedure for dealing with all applications, whilst ensuring close liaison with all the interested Departments. 

As anticipated, the Housing Act, 1969 provided considerable impetus to schemes with the higher grants 
available and the relaxation of most of the previous restrictions. The only limiting factor is now the 
availability of building labour in the area — most of which is engaged on new construction. The only wide 
discretion now given to Local Authorities, whilst welcomed, is something of an embarrassment and the 
most careful and experienced judgement is often necessary to determine whether a grant is warranted, 
particularly for single items such as damp proof courses, etc. Every effort is made to interpret the Act 
sympathetically and at the same time to be as consistent as possible. Any success may be judged by the 
large number of applications approved and the confidence shown by builders, architects and applicants 
generally. 
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A summary of the action taken since 1949 (up to 31.3.72) is appended below: 


Total applications’ or enquiries received, 2f4). 4 a3 eee eee 1,232 
Total applications for grant approved)... ¢ as. .. 6 + ane ee ee 828 
Total number of dwellings involved... as. -..<.. <= 4- oe ce 1,070 
Total applications‘completed . 27. 2.2. a on Bo ee 2 ee ee 746 
Total:applications withdrawn. ..../..5.. fey. <, 2s 4p aye us er 27 
Total cost of approved work (not:withdrawn) ..2. .2...4-...5. 3. pace £833,729 
Average total‘cost:per dwelling... ...4iahG.4 <, cs, peaks SSL Cee £779 
Total-amount.of grant involved... <::..s<. << .:. See 2a ee ee eee £356,976 
Average amount of grant per dwelling oc. <. 915. == «see eee {371 
Total payments madeup:to 31 3°72... a ee oe ee ae a ee £295,634 
Approved schemes made provision for the following: 

Laying on'internal water supply... 2.2.02 s-y = os oe ee eae ee 336 
Provision of damp proof colirses . ="... +. os ort eee Oe See ed 
Installation of hot walter syStems 7.5.00. 7 ap40 = a cect ces ote eee ee 1,005 
Provision of intemal WiC7 SoS. 2c ae a ats een shee «eee 868 
Provision of baths ...02 2 04 « 222.2. doko bia a 963 
Provision. of sink/wash hand! basifis:......00 .¢. 4..22 <2. <-.5 2 = ee 678 
New or improved draimage | .o oo). cs.e <4, « yon, 46:8 upsn, ay ol oe eee 968 
Provision, of.gas or electric points; ........ syacs,.55. 4 o0.0 «<2 so =, 878 
New heating appliances... 2s... ./s. 4 ays, 6, 2s, «2. + & al sunelen nue See ee 685 
Additional accommodation 

(a) living room(s)... ... ssioc2 Seman See ee eee 153 

(b).. bedroom(s): wea. sess Se esis: 5 Ba Sou, Soon dee ee 108 

It is also interesting to note that the dwellings included in approved schemes were owned as follows: 

Owner/occupiers: ..-.. Saja Bs os em 608-0 pe ee x19 
Smiall property owners" .;2tk). 24M oe 285 
Large individual:property owners\(exceeding 10). 225.5. So ame eee 44 
Estates, Property ‘Comipaniies, ete 254 4.1229. SR Si aed oe 206 


Improvement Grants (Standard) 


As in the case of discretionary grants the Public Health Department continues to be responsible for the 
initial inspection and report on all standard grant applications — this aspect being complementary to their 
other duties in respect of unfit houses and slum clearance generally. Property owners are used to dealing 
with the Department and much useful repair work is secured as a result before a grant is approved. 

The work of the Department has been directed towards securing the maximum improvement of the 
remaining housing stock and this has been facilitated by the completion of the sewerage schemes in several 
parishes. Every encouragement is given to householders to take advantage of the grants available and a good 
deal of publicity material is made available. More recently the Chief Public Health Inspector has given talks 
to Parish Councils and Meetings in areas where the sewerage schemes are nearing completion. 

The success achieved to date is reflected in the figures reproduced in this Report. Up to 31.3.72 a total 
of 1,470 applications or firm enquiries have been received of which 823 have been approved, 747 have been 
completed and 30 are in progress. 

The Housing Act, 1969 has undoubtedly served to encourage applications more especially having regard 
to the fact that for the first time a certain amount of essential repair work can be included for grant aid 
(Discretionary Grants). With the high cost of new building it now becomes an economic proposition to 
recondition and modernise any old property which is basically sound, however neglected. This, coupled 
with the improved rent provisions of the new Act, offer a real incentive to owners to improve their 
property. 

The Department has investigated the possibilities of area improvement but in an essentially rural area of 
this kind there is not often any great potential for the declaration of general improvement areas since very 
few dwellings are of similar type and by experience the problem is better tackled individually. Serious 
consideration was given in the case of a small isolated hamlet at Six Mile Bottom consisting of 34 dwellings 
where the owners were contemplating a rescue operation. On detailed investigation, however, it was found 
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that ten properties were beyond economic repair, 20 had already been provided with all the standard 
amenities, and only four offered any scope for further improvement. The Council has, however, agreed to 
contribute six new units as part of a redevelopment scheme proposed by the Trustees. 


7. Rent Control 

The sample Census in 1966 revealed that only some 16% of the total privately owned dwellings in the 
area (excluding Council houses) are let and this number is decreasing rapidly. The price fetched by even the 
most modest cottage with vacant possession renders sale much more attractive than letting. This is not 
necessarily a bad thing since the purchaser quickly renovates and modernises the property for his own 
occupation, often with the aid of an improvement grant. 

The 1965 Rent Act introduced control of rents and tenure in some cases and introduced recognised 
procedures for agreeing (or determining) fair rents by Rent Officers appointed for the purpose. The new 
Housing Act, 1969 (Part III) enables a former controlled tenancy to become a regulated one, subject to a 
full economic rent negotiated with the Rent Officer, providing the dwelling can be certified to be ina fit 
condition and possessing the five basic amenities (or to be provided by means of an improvement grant). 

The Public Health Inspectors are responsible for the inspections and issuing of the necessary 
Qualification Certificates for this purpose and up to 31st March, 1972, 79 applications have been received 
and 32 Qualification Certificates issued. The new Housing Finance Bill proposes even more far reaching 
changes and will provide for “fair rents” to be determined for all dwellings whether publicly or privately 
owned and provision for suitable rebates in all cases according to income. No doubt this will involve 
considerable additional work for all concerned including the Department if rent assessment is to be related 
to the state of repair of the property concerned. 


8. Old People’s Bungalows 

Although the Council’s house building programme for slum clearance is virtually completed there is an 
obvious need for small units of accommodation for old people and to relieve the under-occufation of 
existing three-bedroomed Council houses which formed the majority of the Council dwellings erected 
between the Wars. 

Unfortunately bungalow construction is now very expensive and can seldom be erected within the 
Ministry’s cost yardstick. This usually means that the Council has to fall back on flats or maisonettes which 
are seldom very suitable (or popular) for old people. 

Since my 1969 Report sites have been completed at Milton, Coton and Comberton, involving 40 
one-bedroomed flats in two stories plus two bungalows. These have been carefully designed for use by 
elderly people and have been commented on very favourably. 

The future programme will consist essentially of small units whether bungalows or flats plus a few small 
two-bedroomed houses. 

At the time of writing 20 bungalows are being built at Impington for elderly persons on a good 
neighbour basis and a small warden-controlled unit of eight flats at Longstanton. 

Work has commenced on a further 18 bungalows, 32 flats and 32 houses in the parishes of Great 
Shelford, Fen Drayton, Toft, Hardwick and Impington and tenders are being invited for a further four 
bungalows and 14 houses in Fen Ditton and Teversham. 


9. Local Authorities (Historic Buildings) Act, 1962 


This Act enables Local Authorities if they so wish to make grants towards the cost of maintenance or 
repair of buildings in or adjacent to their areas which are of special architectural or historic interest. This 
Authority has always given sympathetic consideration to such applications but it has been found necessary 
to lay down certain criteria having regard to the large number of such applications received. Briefly, it has 
been decided that applications should only be entertained in respect of properties already on the Statutory 
List of buildings of Special Architectural or Historic Interest compiled under Section 30 of the Town and 
Country Planning Act, 1947 as amended by the 1962 and 1968 Acts. In some circumstances buildings on 
the Supplementary List would be considered. Generally speaking, grants are confined to the restoration or 
preservation of the special features of such buildings and are not usually paid towards normal repair items 
with perhaps the exception of thatching, which is often the subject of applications. Up to 31.3.72 
applications in respect of 49 properties have been received and grants have been made in most cases, the 
amounts varying between £50 and £1,000 according to circumstances. A small standing Sub-Committee 
visits all properties after receipt of a detailed report by the Chief Public Health Inspector, advised by the 
Royal Commission on Historic Monuments. 
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This work is very rewarding and does much to preserve the best of the traditional village architecture. It 
fits in very well with the policy of “conservation” currently being pursued by the Planning Authorities. 


10. The Remaining Need 


No further house building for slum clearance purposes is contemplated since the remaining few tenants 
of unfit houses can easily be assimilated by means of casual vacancies which occur at the rate of some 200 
dwellings per annum. 

The Council now owns some 3,824 dwellings representing approximately 20% of all dwellings in the area 
and progress in the last few years has been significant involving some 749 new dwellings in the last six years. 

The current active waiting list for Council accommodation at 31.3.72 shows a total of 322 applicants 
(including slum clearance cases) with urgent claims for rehousing (active list) plus a further 292 applicants 
with little or no priority claim (pending list). 

It is also estimated that there are over 600 under-occupied Council houses in the area, with a further 202 
units included in the Council’s present building programme. 

Generally speaking therefore, the overall housing position in the Council’s area is showing good progress 
and may be considered reasonably satisfactory. A further modest building programme of 50/60 small units 
per annum — mainly for elderly persons is all that is required. 

As mentioned elsewhere in this Report a further 32 houses, 38 bungalows and 32 flats are already under 
construction, facilitated by the employment of consultant architects. Tenders are being invited for a further 
8 flats, 4 bungalows and 14 houses in Longstanton, Fen Ditton and Teversham. 

The Council has agreed to the sale of Council houses in principle to sitting tenants (in accordance with 
Ministry Circular 4/72) regarded by some Members as a retrograde step. At the time of writing 70 have been 
sold. 

Notwithstanding an excellent differential rent scheme the relatively high rents of Council 
accommodation together with the occupational costs of central heating still seem to deter the more 
deserving applicants and the effect of the new “fair rents” provisions of the Housing Finance Bill is yet to 
be determined. No doubt many tenants would elect to buy their own houses were it not for the quite 
unrealistic house prices currently being demanded, more especially having regard to the lifting of 
restrictions previously attached to Local Authority mortgages to private house purchasers and the greater 
availability of mortgages generally. 

It is obvious that there has to be considerable re-thinking on housing standards and responsibilities. The 
old criteria are fast becoming out-dated and previous conceptions of unfitness and reasonable cost of repair 
tend to be submerged in the changing values of land and property and the higher living standards (and 

rents) pertaining at present. 
* The wisdom of selling off the Council’s stock of houses is, to say the least, debatable and the 
introduction of the new fair rents structure calls for very careful review of the general housing policy and 
admission to the housing waiting lists in particular. Unfortunately, there are still young families whose 
income is too great to qualify for Council accommodation and too low to obtain a mortgage at current 
prices. 


11. Moveable Dwellings 


The district being a dormitory area for Cambridge has always produced a demand for residential caravan 
sites, although with the improved housing position and the greater availability of mortgage facilities for 
young people there is no longer the same pressure as applied a few years ago. The situation now remains 
fairly static and Table No. 2 shows a total of 625 residential caravans in the area as against 641 in 1970. 
These are spread over 80 sites in 21 villages. 

The great improvement in construction and equipment of the so-called mobile home makes it an 
attractive proposition for young couples who are both working or elderly retired persons, providing always 
that the site and surroundings can be made attractive. Most of the larger residential sites have good facilities 
(some quite exceptional) often in excess of the standards suggested in the Model Code. 

The closure of the large residential site (33 caravans) mentioned in my last Report was achieved without 
undue hardship being caused and most tenants were either found alternative sites or rehoused by the 
Council as a result of action by this Department. Stage III of the new site at Cottenham is well advanced 
and will result in a site for 70 residential caravans of a high order. A new site is likely to be developed at 
Swavesey in the near future for an ultimate maximum of 41 residential caravans. 

One is pleased to report the success of the camping and transit site licensed at Great Shelford (maximum 
25 tents or caravans) which is now fully established and equipped and (somewhat naturally) over-subscribed 
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TABLE No. 2 
DISTRIBUTION OF LICENSED CARAVAN SITES AS AT 31st DECEMBER, 1971 


ites Permitted Number of Caravans 
Temporary Permanent Temporary Permanent 
Parishes Consent Consent Total Consent Consent Total 
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Conington 
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Elsworth 
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Fen Drayton 
Fulbourn 

Girton 
Grantchester 
Graveley 
Hardwick 
Harlton 

Harston 
Haslingfield 
Hauxton 

Histon 
Horningsea 
Impington 
Knapwell 
Landbeach 
Lolworth 
Longstanton 
Madingley 
Milton 

Newton 
Oakington 

Over 

Papworth Everard 
Papworth St. Agnes 
Rampton 
Shelford, Great 
Shelford, Little 
Stapleford 
Stow-cum-Quy 
Swavesey 
Teversham 

Toft 

Waterbeach 
Westwick 
Wilbraham, Great 
Wilbraham, Little 
Willingham — 
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in the holiday season. In addition, there are four Certificated Caravan Club sites in the area. With the 
greater emphasis on recreational activities a number of schemes for providing such amenities are under 
consideration, including an additional camping site at Comberton, two caravan/camping parks at Landbeach 
and one at Milton. 

Plans are still proceeding for the provision of a picnic area by the Planning Authority in the 
Kingston/Caldecote vicinity although the viability of this is somewhat doubtful. 

A brief summary of the position with regard to licensed sites at 31st December, 1971 is appended 
below: 


Licensed Caravan Sites 
Position as at 31st December, 1971 


Sites Caravans 
Total Tieences in’ Foree? 2.95 ee ee 80 625 
Sites with Permanent Planning Consent............ 30 515 
Sites with Short-Term Planning Consent ........... 50 110 
Recreational Sites (included under Sites with Permanent 
Planiine Consent): es as See eee 2 24 
+15 Chalets 
Applications Awaiting Planning Renewal .......... 23 St 
Applications Awaiting Planning Consent .......... 8 a7 
Applications Refused Planning Consent prior to 31.12.70 129 1,342 
Applications Refused Planning Consent since 31.12.70. . 4 13 
Sites Run Down or No Longer Required since 31.12.70 . 6 9 
Site Licences Requiring W.C.’s to be provided ....... 32 (40%) 265 (90%) 
Sites where W.C.’s have been provided ............ 44 (55%) 545 (87%) 
Sites where W.C.’s cannot be enforced ............ 48 (60%) 63 (10%) 
WATER SUPPLY 
Generally 


Under the provisions of the Cambridge Waterworks Order, 1962 all the Council’s Water Undertakings 
and those of neighbouring Authorities were transferred to the Cambridge Water Company on Ist April, 
1963. The whole of the Council’s administrative area is supplied by the Company which in total caters for a 
population of 217,500 spread over an area of 453 square miles. The total length of mains in service is 964 
miles of which 207 miles have been laid since 1963. 

During the year under review 24.5 miles of trunk and distribution mains have been laid including the 
completion of an 18 in. main from Longstanton to Bluntisham Tower, providing additional capacity for the 
transfer of water from the Cambridge sources; a 24 in. main from the proposed Westley source to Fleam 
Dyke and from Fulbourn to the Cherry Hinton softening station; a 12 in. main from Chequers Road and 
The Green, Histon, providing water for additional development and to enable a further part of the village to 
be transferred from the boosted to gravity supply and part of a 12 in. main at Haverhill Road, Stapleford 
which will eventually reinforce supplies to Stapleford and the Shelfords. 

The River Authority has approved the sinking of an additional borehole at the Great Wilbraham 
Pumping Station, this work being completed in September. 

The new water tower at Bourn was brought into use by mid-summer and work has commenced on the 
additional reservoir at Coton. 


Sufficiency of Supply 

The average daily consumption for all purposes for the year ending 3lst December, 1971 was 
10,156,000 gallons compared with 10,007,000 gallons for 1970 and per capita consumption for all 
purposes showed an increase from 46.5 to 46.7 gallons per day. 
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Rainfall for the year was 21.59 inches (548.2 mm) being 0.19 inches (4.8 mm) higher than the average 
and this was the seventh consecutive year where above average figures have been recorded. It is interesting 
to compare readimps taken in 1921 which showed a total rainfall for the year of only 11.67 inches 
(296.4 mm). 

The Company’s general aim is to hold in store at least one day’s supply at the maximum rate of 
consumption experienced during peak periods. 


Chlorination and Softening 


All supplies in the area are chlorinated and it is estimated that some 65% of all water supplied within the 
area of Chesterton R.D.C. is now softened (i.e. the sources at Fulbourn, Kingston and Harlton are softened 
before distribution). 


Fluoridation 


Samples taken by the Department prior to regrouping of the Undertakings in 1963 showed fluoride 
estimates of local supplies as follows: 


Cambridge Water Company 

(Chalk Supplies, Fulbourn) 0.1 to 0.15 parts per million 
Chesterton and St. Ives Joint Water Board 

(Mainly Greensand Supplies) 0.1 to 0.21 parts per million 
Harston Waterworks 

(Greensand Supplies) 0.13 parts per million 


In 1966 the County Council gave approval in principle to the level of fluoride in public piped water 
supplies being adjusted to | p.p.m. for a period of five years in the first instance, subject to the submission 
of a scheme by the Health Committee, together with a financial statement. Because of the multiplicity of 
sources of supply, some of which are very small, and for which, until recently, design equipment was not 
available, it has taken rather longer than expected to produce a scheme. 

However, as a result of meetings with the General Manager of the Cambridge Water Company, the 
County Medical Officer and representatives from the Department of Health and Social Security, at which 
information was available about new apparatus for small sources of supply, it was possible for the Water 
Company to submit a costed scheme. The scheme was considered by the Health Committee and the County 
Council in 1970 and at their meeting on 30th January, 1971, agreed to expenditure of £2,000 for the 
preparation of a detailed scheme for the adjustment of the fluorine level in the public piped water supply in 
the area of the Cambridge Water Company. 

The County Council, at their meeting on the 29th January, 1972, received a report from the Health 
Committee upon the implementation of the scheme prepared by the Cambridge Water Company and 
resolved: 


(a) that the Council approve the scheme and include in their financial estimates the necessary sums to 
enable three phases of the scheme to be implemented; 


(b) that the Huntingdon and Peterborough Council be informed of this action. 
The introduction of this scheme is based upon three phases as follows: 


Phase 1 


Covers the City of Cambridge and some of the surrounding villages in the Chesterton Rural District, 
serving an estimated total population of 136,000. 


Phase 2 


The scheme would be extended to those parts of the area which would receive a partially fluoridated 
water supply when Phase 1 is implemented and would cover a further 43,000 people, some 24,000 being 
in the County of Huntingdon and Peterborough. 


Phase 3 


This would extend cover to the southern part of the area which has a population of some 35,000 
people. 
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Sampling 

As the public supplies are under close supervision by the Cambridge Water Company there is little 
necessity for routine sampling and these are confined to occasional check samples which are taken by the 
Department for submission to the Public Health Laboratories for bacteriological examination or to the 
Public Analyst for full chemical analyses where necessary. Samples are still taken from isolated private wells 
remaining in use and from the private sources in the vicinity of the Council’s new refuse tip at Fen Drayton. 

The Cambridge Water Company draws its supplies predominantly from the chalk but also from the lower 
greensand and to a lesser degree from the river gravels. In these circumstances the chemical analyses vary 
somewhat according to the locality from which the sample is obtained. A typical analysis for water supplied 
by the Company to the Cambridge area is as follows: 


TABLE No. 3 


Cambridge 
Test Water Company 


Physical Characteristics 
Reaction (pH Value) 
Parts per 100,000 
Chlorine 
Ammonia (Free and Saline) 
Ammonia (Albuminoid) 
Oxygen/absonbedrin) 3ihours ats Ca. ets Sy ee eee 


Nitrites 

Nitrates 0.55 

Poisonous Metals Absent 
Bacteriological Examination 

Coliform organisms in 100 mls. 

No. of micro-organisms per ml. developing at 37°C 

No. of micro-organisms per ml. developing at 21°C 

Hardness (parts per 100,000) (average) 

Fluoride Estimation (parts per million) 


TABLE No. 4 
WATER SAMPLING YEAR ENDING 31.12.71 


Public Supplies Private Supplies 


= cy os 


Fen Drayton 
SWIMMING POOLS 


Landbeach 
Over 
Waterbeach 


Ww 


Pe ee ar 


There are no public swimming pools operating in the Council’s area at the present time but the City 
Authorities have three open air and one indoor pool. All are available for use by the public. 
School children in the district are, however, well catered for as the following table shows: 
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TABLE No. 5 


Remarks 

Barton C of E Purley No. 4 8,000 Gallons 33 ft. x 17 ft. | F/B 

Bourn P F/B Ind. Oil Fired Heater 
Caldecote C F/B 

Comberton C of E = bs 2 F/B Heat Exchange Unit 
Coton C of E 11,000 Gallons 47 ft. x 17 ft. | D/E Ind. Oil Fired Heater 
Cottenham C OF 8,000 Gallons 33 ft. x 17 ft. | D/E Ind. Oil Fired Heater 
Cottenham V.C. Purley Cottenham Pool 30,000 Gallons 76 ft. x 25 ft. | D/E Heat Exchange Unit 
Elsworth Purley No. 4 8,000 Gallons 33 ft. x 17 ft. | P/S Ind. Oil Fired Heater 
Fen Ditton P/S Heat Exchange Unit 
Fen Drayton P/S Ind. Oil Fired Heater 
Fulbourn C “Neate * o es F/B Ind. Oil Fired Heater 
Girton Glebe C Concrete Pool 22,000 Gallons 60 ft. x 20 ft. | D/E Ind. Oil Fired Heater 
Grantchester Purley No. 4 8,000 Gallons 33 ft. x 17 ft. | M/S 


Great and Little Shelford 
Harston C 


F/B Ind. Oil Fired Heater 


Haslingfield 

Histon and Impington C F/B 

Longstanton F/B 

Milton C of E D/E Ind. Oil Fired Heater 
Oakington = ae = Nu-Sand Ind. Oil Fired Heater 
Papworth C Ms srr ae 6,000 Gallons 25 ft. x 17 ft. | M/S Ind. Oil Fired Heater 
Stapleford C Concrete Pool 22,000 Gallons 60 ft. x 20 ft. | D/E Heat Exchange Unit 
Swavesey V.C. ar A = A = D/E Ind. Oil Fired Heater 
Teversham C of E Purley No. 4 8,000 Gallons 33 ft. x 17 ft. | F/B 

Waterbeach Concrete Pool 22,000 Gallons 60 ft. x 20 ft. | D/E Ind. Oil Fired Heater 
Willingham C of E Purley No. 4 8,000 Gallons 33 ft. x 17 ft. | F/B Ind. Oil Fired Heater 


D/E — Diatomaceous Earth F/B — Filter Bags M/S—MiniSpin  P/S — Pressure Sacks 


All of the above are outdoor pools and most have been constructed mainly by voluntary labour through 
Parent/Teacher Associations and with the exception of those at Girton Glebe, Stapleford County and 
Waterbeach Junior Schools and Swavesey Village College all are of the package plant type. 

Comparator tests are carried out by school staff at least twice daily to ensure adequate chlorination and 
in addition random checks are made regularly by Public Health Inspectors to ensure that healthy conditions 
are maintained. 

Breakpoint chlorination with continuous circulation and filtration is operated at all pools and during the 
1971 season few problems were encountered. The Education Department are now in the process of 
replacing with pressure sand the bag and diatomaceous earth filters. 

Plans are in hand to provide a new pool at the Impington Village College. Water heating systems are now 
provided in 17 cases which helps to prolong the relatively short swimming season. 


PUBLIC CLEANSING 


Refuse Collection 


The Chief Public Health Inspector has been responsible for the cleansing service since its inception in 
1945 and its subsequent development. Since 1969 it has provided a regular weekly collection throughout 
the whole of the Council’s area of 174 square miles containing 53 villages and a total population of some 
53,000. In an area of this kind it is a commendable achievement, notwithstanding the fact that it is still 
based on a kerbside collection. 

The year has been notable for the consolidation of the incentive bonus scheme introduced as a result of 
work study by consultants in 1969, including the supply to all householders of polythene sacks to be 
utilised as dustbin liners. These two factors have resulted in the labour force employed on refuse collection 
being cut from 28 to 15 and perhaps more important a stable and contented work force. The scheme has 
been accepted enthusiastically by both the staff and the public and affords a much more hygienic service 
which has become a model for a number of other similar Rural Authorities. The task of the collectors is 
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much more pleasant and involves far less physical effort enabling them to earn at least a 33+/% bonus on 
standard rates for a normal day’s work. 

The new system has the advantage of greater flexibility and the cancellation of collections at Bank 
Holidays, etc., now presents no problem to householders who merely use an additional sack for collection 
the following week. During the year some re-adjustment of collection schedules was made in order to 
reduce mileage and to ensure better geographical co-ordination of collections. 

With polythene sacks costing the Council some £20,000 per annum and their increasing popularity it was 
obviously necessary to exercise strict control over their issue in the light of our accumulated experience. 

In fact, each householder now receives quarterly one pack of 15 sacks intended to last 13 weeks, 
together with a card which can be put out with the last sack, whereupon the driver leaves a further supply 
— the card being retained for record purposes. Problems arose with regard to residential institutions and 
schools, etc., which now receive a maximum of six packs per quarter and thereafter purchase any additional 
requirements from the Council at 25p per pack. This is now readily accepted and there is a considerable 
potential for sales in this manner. Quarterly deliveries are carried out by a van and two men (one of whom 
is a refuse collector who is fully acquainted with the area and is detached from collection for this purpose). 

The area is serviced by five collection rounds and a fleet of six diesel engined refuse vehicles of the 
continuous loading type are utilised for this purpose. In addition, one fore and aft tipping vehicle equipped 
to handle bulk containers is employed. They operate from and are maintained at the Council’s Depot at 
Oakington, which is in the process of being extended and re-equipped to meet the demands of the rapidly 
expanding fleet and plant now operated by the various Departments of the Council (approximately 52 
vehicles plus 100 pieces of equipment and mechanical plant). 


Refuse Disposal 


The year has been notable for the commissioning on the 5th July, 1971 of a Tollemache Pulverising 
Plant on the site of the Council’s old tip at Thriplow — this being a joint venture with South Cambs. 
R.D.C., and Royston U.D.C. It is intended that refuse from the southern half of the Council’s area should 
be processed at this plant and tipped locally in the disused gravel workings. The plant being located within 
the area of South Cambs. R.D.C. will be managed by that Authority by agreement and the cost apportioned 
between the three Authorities on a tonnage basis. Whilst actual costs have not yet been determined, 
comparable plants are operating at approximately £1.75 per ton. 

This is, of course, a great improvement on previous tipping and the polythene sacks present no problem 
for the plant which reduces them to fairly small pieces — the only disadvantage being that they become 
something of an embarrassment at the tip since they remain fairly obvious in the tipped refuse. The 
advantages of a more acceptable product free from the problems associated with crude refuse are, however, 
obvious. 

It was always hoped that a similar plant could be established to the north of the Council’s area to receive 
refuse from the remainder of the area (possibly including refuse from other Authorities on the northern 
boundary). The pending re-organisation of Local Government with all its uncertainties has not enabled this 
to be advanced unfortunately. 

At present the Council maintains two other disposal sites (Fen Drayton and Landbtach) where full 
controlled tipping is exercised. These are disused dry gravel workings where ample overburden is available 
for covering purposes and mechanical plant is permanently employed. This system is, however, extremely 
wasteful of space and covering material in the absence of any pre-treatment of the refuse and in the case of 
Landbeach is somewhat complicated by the fact that the Council does not have the exclusive use of the tip. 

Both the Council’s tips and those in private ownership are closely watched to prevent the tipping of 
toxic or chemical wastes and full co-operation by the owners is enjoyed so that tipping is confined to 
domestic and other inert refuse only. 

There is a growing interest in the disposal of refuse on a larger scale and exploratory approaches have 
been made to neighbouring Authorities especially to the north of this area. Ay is only to be expected in 
view of the imminent re-organisation the response has not been encouraging. Few Authorities are prepared 
to contemplate commitments in this respect with the prospect of the function being transferred to the new 
County Councils shortly. 

One interesting aspect, however, is an approach by the London Brick Land Development Limited (a 
subsidiary of the London Brick Company) who are prepared to offer Local Authorities a package deal 
based on the provision of strategically placed ‘“‘transfer stations” where refuse would be received and 
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compressed into large transporters for conveyance to the disused brick fields at Bedford or Peterborough 
for suitable disposal under controlled conditions. This seems a logical proposal which would meet most 
requirements including the restoration and landscaping of derelict land — providing always it can be done 
economically. No doubt the new disposal authority will look closely at this prospect. 

Serious consideration has been given also to the concurrent disposal of the ever-increasing amount of 
dried sewage sludge produced by the various sewage works in the area. Whilst a proportion could be 
processed with the refuse by pulverisation it is unlikely to offer a complete solution, having regard to the 
long haulage involved. The Engineer is confident that most can be disposed of to local farmers — at least for 
the present. 


Civic Amenities Act, 1967 (Part III) 


Under this Act, Local Authorities are responsible for cleaning up the countryside and for preventing 
unauthorised dumping of refuse (including old cars and other bulky items). 

The Council has always made available its three refuse tips for the reception of unwanted rubbish 
(excluding trade waste) free of charge and all Parish Councils have been notified to this effect (Section 18). 
Generally speaking, the problem is not acute in this area where a regular weekly refuse collection applies 
and the number of incidents involving abandoned cars, etc., has been relatively small. On the other hand, 
once an incident is reported to the Department firm action results. If the culprit can be traced he is charged 
with the cost of removal. No doubt this has a salutary effect since in no case was it necessary to institute 
proceedings under Section 19. 

As required by Sections 20-23, however, 38 such items were removed during the year and disposed of 
through normal trade channels. Mostly removal is effected with the Council’s own transport by 
co-operation from the Engineer’s Department and a similar service is offered to residents upon payment of 
the nominal charge involved. Unfortunately, there are often more unsightly accumulations of old cars and 
Scrap in association with garages and car breakers, etc., where no action can be taken (except by the 
Planning Authority) if the occupier of the land objects. 

With the current emphasis on preservation of the environment the public are becoming more aware of 
their responsibilities and the Department gives every encouragement and assistance to local activities 
designed to clean up the countryside. Polythene sacks and removal facilities are readily offered free of 
charge and quite useful work has been carried out locally on several occasions. 

In this flat countryside there is very little opportunity to dispose of bulky items by burial and mostly 
these have to be directed through trade channels which can be something of an embarrassment at times. 
Many car breakers with whom the Department comes in contact create problems by illegal burning of tyres, 
etc., and instead of organising a steady turnover of scrap tend to stockpile it in unsightly dumps, which 
results in a negation of all our efforts. 

There is considerable scope for the trade and Local Authorities to get together with a view to the 
provision of more and better facilities for breaking and disposing of such bulky wastes. The problem can 
only increase in complexity and some financial assistance may well be a good investment in the long term — 
again, presumably, a matter for the new disposal authorities to consider. 


Collection of Salvage 


It seems logical especially to the layman that as much of the re-usable material in domestic refuse should 
be re-cycled back to industry and even if prohibitive in cost today, may well be an economically viable 
proposition tomorrow. Properly organised on a large scale the separation and recovery of materials such as 
waste paper and cardboard, etc., can effect considerable saving in disposal costs and especially tipping 
space. Unfortunately since the war the market for such materials has seldom been stable for long and is at 
present in a somewhat depressed condition, the available supplies exceeding the current demand. 
Consequently, the current prices offered for baled material would not cover the cost of labour and plant 
required. There is also a very high fire risk associated with the prolonged storage of baled paper which is 
often necessary when the mills are over-stocked. The position is, however, under regular review, although it 
seems evident that only those Authorities with very long-term contracts can undertake this work 
effectively. 
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Statistics 
Briefly the cost statements for the year ending 3 lst March, 1972 reveal the following: 


Total mileage travelled... 0% s.. £4.a.36 duntein cee ae, eee 87,144 

Cost per mile 5... </c.'cage se: Stalag Hus ba ete Wome Cele cee oe ale oat ae ee 16p 
Estimated tonnes of refuse collected and disposed of.................e00- 15,266 
Estimated net cost per tonne (collection and disposal) .................... £4.72 
Estimated nuniber of. clearances: 2c:..2< « satis o2h = Slciteagepn Gh-aehcd Eee 1,018,472 
Average cost per clearatice: . . ss a\s «2% Je ssp ate hs GEA chan ee ee 7p 

Average miles per-tonne. 7. 7.00% yo 2 EO ee eee 5.71 miles 
Net-annital cost per 1,000'dwellings Cas, «ih ee Se ee, £3,681.35 
Net annual ‘cost perl ,000 papulation 22.00 2.9) 52-2 Jee eae ee eee ee £1,336.97 
Amount’ of refuse pulverised...%,. 02). &. coo. © oe oe ee Oe 1,224 tonnes 


Cesspool Emptying 

The Council continues to offer a cesspool emptying service to householders at a nominal charge (£2 
minimum pius £1 for each additional load). This is, however, withdrawn once a village becomes sewered. As 
will be seen elsewhere in this report, over 89% of the dwellings in the area (35 villages) now have a public 
sewer available and one might reasonably anticipate a decrease in the demand for this service. In point of 
fact, the reverse is true and there is still a surprising demand, due, in some measure, to the development 
currently taking place in the unsewered parishes and the high charges made by local contractors for similar 
service. 

The Department operates two cesspool emptiers — one of 1,100 gallons capacity and one of 800 gallons 
— the latter being predominantly used on work of desludging for the Engineer’s Department. An incentive 
bonus scheme designed by the Council’s work study consultants has operated since April, 1970 which has 
resulted in increased productivity and enables the crews to earn 333% bonus on standard rates. 

The Engineer has now acquired a 2,000-gallon tanker specifically for the transporting of sewage sludge 
from isolated works to the pressing plant at Uttons Drove. This is supplemented as occasion demands by 
small 600-gallon trailer type tankers towed by tractors. 

Disposal of cesspool contents is a serious problem. Tipping on agricultural land is seldom possible 
without nuisance or complaint and discharge to the public sewers is discouraged for good engineering 
reasons. In the past, old sludge beds at an ex-R.A.F. sewage works have been used together with selected 
discharge points in isolated sections of main sewers, but these have now been withdrawn due to engineering 
works being executed and only one disposal point is now available, i.e. direct to the sewage works at Uttons 
Drove under controlled conditions. This has increased the mileage travelled to the point where more time is 
spent in travelling than working. There seems little prospect of improvement in this direction and one can 
only look for a reduction in the need for this service in the future, bearing in mind the rapidity with which 
the remaining villages are being sewered. 

A summary of the work carried out during the year ending 3 1st March, 1972 is as follows: 


Actual mileage: travelled: .... ope eR eee ee ee 41,733 
Estimated cost:permile. .212's-2°.4°%. 5-258. Ae aie es 6.18p 
Number of clearancesimiade: «2 45 32 Sic eee ee ee eee ee 1,504 
Average cost'per clearance. 2 4.2% Fut. 05 2 ee Ee £3.70 
Number of: loads disposed:of*: > &. 200k SA aeine sec 2312, 
Average cost per Toads). i..'aeshs Seater eae pence eee £2.41 


Night Soil Collection 

No general collection of night soil is undertaken by the Council, but special collections from some 61 
properties in 13 parishes mainly occupied by old age pensioners are carried out until such time as the 
properties can be connected to a public sewer. The list is under constant review and every effort is made to 
get flush toilets installed wherever possible. None of this work is now contracted out. 

Only in very exceptional circumstances should this primitive form of sanitation be tolerated. The 
completion of the Council’s sewerage programme will, it is hoped, remove the necessity for this most 
unpleasant task. 
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TABLE No. 6 
TOTAL COUNCIL DWELLINGS AND SANITARY FACILITIES AVAILABLE AS AT 31st MARCH, 1972 


Public | Estate | Other 
Sewer | Sewer | Means | W.C. | P.C. 
17 _ — 17 = 


Others 


Bar Hill = 

Barton 11 29 16 24 
Bourn 86 7 88 5 
Boxworth 4 4 
Caldecote = 
Caxton 9 = 
Childerley = 
Comberton 8 1 4 
Conington ~ 1 = 
Coton 2 - 93 - 
Cottenham i 9 - 314 - 
Croxton - — ~ 8 8 - 
Dry Drayton 2) — ~ 2 46 2 
Elsworth 5 — 6 30 18 18 
Eltisley 8 1 2 35 2 
Fen Ditton 2; 2. 5) 54 5 
Fen Drayton 6 D 1 44 _- 
Fulbourn 8 6 - 338 ~ 
Girton 20 5 - 159 - 
Grantchester 12 - 113 — 
Graveley 2 1 26 - 
Hardwick = ?2 18 _ 
Harlton - i Sz - 
Harston 19 5 125 ~ 
Haslingfield 8 4 84 - 
Hauxton ~ - 18 ~ 
Histon 14 2 215 _ 
Horningsea 4 6 1 27 ] 
Impington 2 7 1 79 - 
Knapwell - - 1 6 - 
Landbeach 4 2 3 49 _ 
Lolworth - 4 1 14 _ 
Longstanton 24 6 1 91 
Madingley - — 7 
Milton ~ 3 67 - 
Newton - = 

Oakington 8 2, 

Over 6 - 

Papworth Everard — — 

Papworth St. Agnes - 


Rampton 
Shelford, Great 
Shelford, Little 
Stapleford 
Stow-cum-Quy 
Swavesey 
Teversham 

Toft 

Waterbeach 
Westwick 
Wilbraham, Great 
Wilbraham, Little 
Willingham 


aN 
Aw hun 
lwRrwl ww 


wv | 


4 


3 == 


* Including Prefab Bungalows and Agricultural Houses 
+ Including 16 Maisonettes 
+ Bed Sitters and Bed Recess Bungalows Included 
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SEWERAGE AND DRAINAGE 


The following statement shows concisely the position with regard to sewerage of the Council’s area. 
For administrative convenience the statistics have been completed up to 31st March, 1972: 


Statistical Information 


Total, numberof parishes’. . <)... 1. 4-2) siesta caste eo) tenes pone a 53 

Population'Census, 1974... 2: \s sein-tis)cter cars go a eles os le pea oie ae 53,573 

Total. number of dweltings. (3.13372). --ia%:<.00 Sassee ke tos ee eee 19,586 
Parishes Already Sewered 


Population Dwellings Connected 


Dwellings Estimated 
31.3.72 1971 Private Howe 


Bar Hill (New Village) 
Barton 
Comberton 
Coton 
Cottenham 
Dry Drayton 
Fulbourn 

Fen Ditton 
Fen Drayton 
Grantchester 
Girton 

Harston 
Haslingfield 
Hauxton 
Harlton 

Histon 
Horningsea 
Impington 
Landbeach 
Longstanton 
Madingley 
Milton 

Newton 
Oakington 
Over 

Papworth Everard 
Rampton 
Shelford, Great 
Shelford, Little 
Stapleford 
Swavesey 
Teversham 
Toft 
Waterbeach 
Willingham 


Parishes Where Schemes are in Progress 


Population 
1971 
Estimated 


Dwellings 
SARS aT 2. 


Progress 


Eastern Area 
Stow-cum-Quy 
Wilbraham, Great 

Wilbraham, Little 


Western Area Phase III 
Boxworth 
Conington 
Lolworth 


Completion by December, 1972 


Completion December, 1972 


Parishes Where Schemes have been Prepared 


Estimated 
Completion 
Date 


Population Estimated Estimated 
Dwellings Loa Cost Starting 
313372 Estimated Date 


Western Area Phase I 
LONE Tenders 
ee 340,000 | 2 Received 
axton 31.3.72 
Hardwick a ae 


Western Area Phase II 
Croxton 
Eltisley 
Graveley 
Elsworth 
Knapwell 
Papworth Everard 

(Works Only) 


Parishes Not Yet Provided For 


Population 
Dwellings 1971 
SS ie Estimated Progress 


Parish 


Childerley Isolated hamlet. No proposals 
Papworth St. Agnes Under active consideration 
Westwick Possible extension of Oakington Scheme 


SS 


Summary of Progress to Date 


Population 


1971 


Parishes Sewered 

Parishes Where Work 
is in Progress 

Parishes Where 
Schemes have been 
Prepared or are in 
Progress 

Small Parishes not 
Provided For 


At the time of writing the schemes for sewering the parishes of Barton, Comberton, Grantchester, Toft 
and Newton have been completed. Work has continued on the Eastern Area Scheme (Stow-cum-Quy, Great 
and Little Wilbraham) and the Western Area Phase III (Boxworth, Conington and Lolworth). Tenders have 
been received for the Western Area Phase I (Bourn, Caldecote, Caxton and Hardwick) and work is likely to 
commence shortly. The Western Area Phase II (Croxton, Eltisley, Elsworth, Graveley and Knapwell) is 
being prepared by the Council’s consultants, including the reconstruction of the sewage works at Papworth 
Everard and it is hoped that tenders will be received during the year. 

The Engineer has recently presented a report to the Council on the remaining small areas of the district 
not yet provided for, including the hamlets of Six Mile Bottom and Papworth St. Agnes, plus small isolated 
groups of dwellings outside the present sewered areas. 

A more disturbing aspect is the apparent rapidity with which the existing sewage disposal works become 
overloaded, with consequent deterioration of the final effluent. This is particularly true in the case of 
Cottenham works designed in 1955 for an anticipated population of 2,750 by 1985. To date it is estimated 
that some 3,800 persons are already served by the works. 

In the case of the Over works, designed in 1963, for an anticipated population of 6,000 (greater than the 
future assessment of the County Planning Department) the contributing population is now at least 6,000 — 
the present rate of connection being some 70 houses per year. An increase of 300 persons is envisaged on 
the Over Village Plan within the next few years. 

The works at Waterbeach and Landbeach were designed in 1964 on the basis of 5,000 persons ultimately 
including some 800 service personnel. The present rate of connections together with the anticipated service 
extensions indicate that the works will be operating to maximum capacity in 5/7 years time. 

The Council is, of course, aware that overloaded sewage works inevitably lead to deteriorating effluent 
quality and has authorised the preparation of extensions in the case of Cottenham and Over, 
notwithstanding the projected re-organisation and the likely transfer of functions to the proposed Regional 
Water Authorities. 

In any area of this kind which is almost flat a great deal of pumping is involved and each additional 
scheme completed adds to the already heavy burden of maintenance. The size of the task facing the 
Engineer’s staff can be appreciated when it is realised that the following works are being maintained at the 
time of writing: 


Public Health Housing Sites Private 
Sewage Disposal Works 
Under maintenance 8 16 1 
Under construction 1 — 1 
Pumping Stations 
Under maintenance 66 6 — 
Under construction 15 = — 
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The Council is fortunate in having the services of a full-time Sewage Works Manager/Chemist so as to 
ensure effluents of River Authority standards. The employment of an additional chemist is contemplated 
shortly. 

Sludge disposal from a number of isolated works is a different problem since it is obviously 
uneconomical to instal suitable plant at every site. Sludge presses have been provided at the Council’s works 
at Uttons Drove and a 2,000-gallon tanker is employed to transport sludge from the other main works. 
After de-watering the sludge is stored on site for disposal to local farmers. Plans are in hand for increasing 
the sludge drying capacity of the works and to secure relatively long term arrangements for disposal. 

All current and future sewerage schemes include the provision of lateral drains to the boundary of 
existing properties. No charge is made for.these providing householders apply to connect within 12 months 
of the sewer becoming available and the work being completed within two years. This absolves the 
householders from any responsibility for work in the highway and encourages early connection. The 
cesspool emptying service is also withdrawn three months after the sewer becomes available. 

This Council is one of the few to operate Section 12 of the Public Health Act, 1961 whereby (under 
certain circumstances) sewer costs can be recovered from frontagers where subsequent development takes 
place. 

Although no doubt introduced with the best of motives (including the possible recovery of considerable 
sums in the long term) it has proved almost impossible to administer and has aroused very considerable 
opposition from residents in the parishes affected. This has been due in the main to (1) the obvious 
anomalies which have arisen as a result of unfair discrimination between similar properties; (2) the long 
delay before demands for payment can be issued (as a result of the time taken to settle the sewer 
contractors’ final accounts) and (3) the emotive reaction by residents as a result of misunderstandings and 
bad press publicity. 

The Council is in the process of obtaining legal opinion on the possibility of rescinding their previous 
resolutions but this is complicated by the fact that money has already been collected in some parishes and 
in any case no clear-cut decision has been obtained as to the legality of this course. 

Knowing the problems facing a local authority in implementing and maintaining the sewerage schemes 
necessary in an area of this kind, one can only view with concern the proposed formation of the new 
Regional Water Authorities which it is anticipated will take over the responsibility for sewage disposal and 
possibly some of the network of sewers at least. Maintenance in particular is hardly likely to be as effective 
if remotely based. 


PEST DESTRUCTION 


The Prevention of Damage by Pests Act of 1949 places on the Local Authority responsibility for 
ensuring that all premises in the district are kept free of rats. This can be achieved by either requiring 
occupiers of premises to carry out any necessary treatment themselves or by providing a pest destruction 
service. The Council decided in 1950 to adopt the latter course and since that date a free service has been 
provided for the destruction of rats and mice at domestic premises. This service has proved very satisfactory 
over the years and the cost during 1971 of less than 0.15p rate can be considered a good investment when 
compared with the amount of spoilage caused by such pests. This is estimated to be more than £1.00 per 
head of population per year. 

The free service applies to domestic dwellings only and does not include industrial business or farm 
premises. Owners of these premises are required to carry out treatments when necessary or alternatively the 
Department will carry out work on either a chargeable or contract basis — the average cost being about 75p 
per hour plus cost of materials. A limited amount of ready mixed bait is also available for sale in some 
cases. 

Accommodation for storage and mixing of baits and poisons is available at the Council’s Oakington 
Depot, but this will be replaced in the near future to fit in with the Depot re-organisation. Warfarin is still 
the most convenient and effective poison so far as rats are concerned, particularly when mixed with wheat 
or barley meal. In damp conditions an alternative coagulant Chlorophacinone in oil has been used with 
success. Warfarin resistance has been found in mice but an alternative Alphachloralose has proved most 
effective so long as temperature conditions are satisfactory. 

Zinc phosphide is still used in appropriate cases, being the most suitable poison as an alternative to 
anti-coagulants. Its use does, however, require extreme care. Gassing has limited usage being mainly 
confined to treatment in open banks of ditches, etc. 
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Surveys of sewers in the area showed minor infestations in three cases and treatment carried out proved 
successful. 

In only one case was it found necessary to serve a Notice under Section 4 of the Prevention of Damage 
by Pests Act, 1949. This was to secure treatment of farm land infested by rats. 

Table No. 7 shows an increase in the number of rats picked up and a substantial rise in mice infestations. 
As far as Council properties are concerned fewer rats were recovered which seems to indicate the success of 
maintaining permanent baiting sites at strategic points. 

During the year bats again proved to be a problem, choosing to live behind facing tiles on new bungalows 
and also in a parish church. The usual treatment is by BHC insecticide. This has an irritant effect 
encouraging the bats to move away. 

Much publicity was given by the local Press to the dermestid beetle, particularly the varieties of carpet 
beetle and it resulted in a larger than usual number of requests being made for treatment and advice. In 
addition, premises and land were treated for the following: Ants, Bats, Bees, Booklice, Carpet Beetles, 
Cluster Flies, Cockroaches, Fleas, Flies, Foxes, Gnats, Rabbits, Silver Fish, Wasps, Clover Mites, Beetles, 
Birds, Ticks and Crickets. 

Malathion dust continued to be used for the treatment of wasps nests where risk of fire exists, otherwise 
an oil based solution of Chlordane is generally used, the latter having the advantage of being able to be 
applied at a relatively long range by means of a pressure spray, reducing the risk of attack. Wherever 
possible nests are removed although this often involves ladder work. 

Propoxur (Aprocarb) and Dieldrin based lacquer is used for the treatment of cockroaches in kitchens. 


TABLE No. 7 


Approximate total number of properties in the area 
Total number of properties inspected following notification 
Number of properties found to be infested 
(i) rats 
(ii) mice 
Total properties inspected for reasons other than 
notification 
Number found to be infested 
(i) rats 
(ii) mice 


A summary of the results achieved during this period is as follows: 


Rats and Mice 


Private dwellings treated 

Business Premises treated 

Refuse Tips, etc. 

NOWdlS WORKS SOIC. 6 neo en ataleenueieen ae aero 
Drains, Sewers, Ditches 


Estimated Total Rats Killed(12 months) 10,276 
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Other Pests 


Premises Premises 
Treated Treated 


Carpet Beetles 
Clover Mites 
Cluster Flies 
Cockroaches 


CLEAN AIR ACT, 1956-68 


The 1956 Clean Air Act was introduced as a result of the Beaver Report and designed to reduce 
atmospheric pollution following an increase of mortality over the years, particularly in London, 
culminating in the major disaster of December, 1952. In this month more than 4,000 people died in one 
week of Smog. The Act prohibited the emission of dark smoke from chimneys, required new furnaces to be 
smokeless so far as practicable, required that grit and dust emissions should be minimised and made 
provision for Smoke Control Areas. 

The 1968 Act gives greater control over grit and dust emissions with wider powers to control chimney 
heights. Local Authorities are also able to deal with discharges of smoke from trade premises other than by 
a chimney. 

There is little doubt that the above legislation has helped to clear the atmosphere of visible pollutants 
but other problems still remain, mainly sulphur dioxide from fuels which converting to sulphuric acid 
become a powerful lung irritant. Motor vehicles also contribute to the problem by raising the level of 
carbon dioxide from incomplete combustion of petrol and the anti-knock additives cause lead to be 
emitted. There appears to be no excuse for the latter when car engines are said to run better on properly 
formulated lead-free petrol and the extra cost of extracting the lead would be more than saved on reduced 
maintenance. 

Although the area is essentially rural with a minimum of industry the Department takes a great interest 
in the Clean Air field. All plans and proposals involving any installations of more than 55,000 B.Th.U/Hour 
are examined and where appropriate prior approval is given. 

Since the introduction of the 1956 Act 473 installations have received prior approval out of which 64 
domestic and three industrial furnaces were notified during the year ending 31st December, 1971. 

Following a report prepared by the County Council on environmental pollution the possibility of 
introducing Smoke Control Areas in necklace villages surrounding Cambridge was considered and a report 
submitted to the Council. As a result it was decided to reconsider the position when Smoke Control Areas 
in the City are more advanced. 

Again trouble was experienced from a car breaking business where old vehicle bodies and tyres were 
being burnt in the open. Legal proceedings under Section 1 of the 1968 Act had to be instituted and a 
penalty of £25.00 plus costs was imposed. It was also found necessary to serve a Prohibition Notice under 
the Public Health Act, 1936, Public Health (Recurring Nuisances) Act, 1969 on the owners of a large flour 
mill to prevent further burning of refuse in the open. 

Burning of wood railway sleepers also caused a problem but this was solved without recourse to legal 
action. 

During the year 191 visits including smoke observations were carried out. 

Four members of the staff have completed courses in Air Pollution Control and two members hold the 
Smoke Inspectors Certificate. The advice of the National Industrial Fuel Efficiency Service is sought on the 
technical aspects of larger plants. 
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NOISE ABATEMENT ACT, 1960 


This Act allows a Local Authority to deal with excessive noise or vibration as a statutory nuisance. The 
procedure is that provided in Part III of the Public Health Act, 1936. It also allows three or more occupiers 
of land or premises who are aggrieved by a noise or vibration nuisance to make complaint to a Magistrate. 
Unfortunately the Local Authority has no power over aircraft or noise vibration caused by statutory 
undertakers. 

During the year 89 visits were made in connection with noise nuisances and the following are a few of 
the incidents recorded: 

Excessive noise from timber mill. 

Tuning of car engines in residential area. 

Noise from car body repairs being carried out by enthusiastic grass track racing driver. 

Compressor noise from refrigerators at Super Market. 

Vehicle engines being started in the early hours. 

Drummer practising on his drums at a petrol service station in built-up area. 

Steam compressors blowing off at frequent intervals. 

Unmuffled road breakers in use by contractors and public services. 

In all the above cases an improvement was effected without recourse to legal proceedings. Many were 
not really aware of the noise they were creating and in other cases either structural work or resiting of 
works provided the solution. 

All plant hire firms and large contractors have been supplied with the Ministry of Public Buildings and 
Works Advisory Leaflet No. 72 and the following amended clause was adopted during the year for inclusion 
in the Council’s Contract Documents: 

“The Contractor shall at all times use every reasonable means to ensure that the level of noise 
resulting from the works is kept to the minimum amount possible. All compressors, breakers, drills and 
other machines are to be fitted with efficient silencers, mufflers or other approved devices and the 
contractor is at all times to comply with the recommendations contained in the Ministry of Public 
Buildings and Works Advisory Leaflet No. 72.” 

All the Public Health Inspectors have completed advanced courses in Noise Control. 


ANIMAL BOARDING ESTABLISHMENTS ACT, 1963 


Since 1963 owners of boarding establishments for cats and dogs have been required to register their 
premises with the Local Authority in whose area they are sited. This requirement does not apply to 
breeding establishments. The initial inspection of such premises is usually carried out by a Veterinary 
Officer retained by the Council for this purpose and if requirements with regard to accommodation, 
feeding, isolation, etc., are acceptable the necessary licence is issued. Licensed premises are visited annually 
by Public Health Inspectors to ensure that the initial standard is at least maintained. 

On the 3lst December, 1971 six such licences were in force representing a total boarding 
accommodation in the district of 313 dogs and 180 cats. 

During the year the Council adopted a Schedule of Conditions prepared by the British Veterinary 
Association which was circulated to all owners of Boarding Establishments requiring full compliance within 
two years. This will, without doubt, raise considerably the standard of all premises. 

No cases of ill treatment or cruelty were recorded during the year. 


PET ANIMALS ACT, 1951 


This Act enables Local Authorities to control premises where pet animals are kept for sale. Licences 
were issued covering seven premises during 1971 — mainly for the sale of tropical and fresh water fish, birds 
and reptiles. No markets are held in the Council’s area. 
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RAG FLOCK AND OTHER FILLING MATERIALS ACT, 1959 


Only one factory is engaged in manufacturing new upholstered furniture using specified materials and 
this is registered under the above Act. No formal action was necessary during the year. 


RADIOACTIVE SUBSTANCES ACT, 1960 


Persons who keep or use radioactive materials are required under the above Act to be registered with the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government and must obtain special authorisation from him for the 
accumulation and disposal of radioactive wastes. 

Local Authorities may, after consultation, be requested to accept and deal with these wastes at their 
refuse tips in accordance with the Minister’s authorisation. Disposal is usually by conventional methods, 
i.e., discharge to sewers, incineration or burial in refuse tips with certain safeguards. No requests for 
disposal facilities have been received since the Act came into force. 

Apart from the above the Council has no jurisdiction under the Act, but copies of all registrations and 
authorisation certificates are sent to the County and District Councils concerned, who, in turn, may notify 
other interested authorities such as the River Board and Fire Authority. 

Since the Act came into force copies of the following Certificates have been received: 


Peete TCTOVMRCCISEUATION (SEC. I))is cote savers faye a cle wine Wels winjeretwie, oo 0 ee 0 ae 6 

Certificate of Authorisation for Disposal (Sec. 6(2)) ..............0..0000% 5 

Notice:of Revocation of Authorisation (Sec..6/7) ........ 0.0.0 c cee wee w eee 2 
BAKEHOUSES 


Only seven bakehouses now remain out of the 23 registered in 1950. This follows the growth of the 
multiple bakeries and the change in retailing methods, wrapped bread and pre-packed confectionery now 
being sold from the grocery store rather than the baker’s shop. 

Pre-wrapping of foodstuffs is a great advantage from the food hygiene point of view and it is particularly 
acceptable to the trade as waxed moisture-proof paper tends to delay staling and retain moisture. On the 
other hand it does increase problems associated with mould growth despite the use of additives. No doubt 
in time a really satisfactory mould inhibitor will be introduced to reduce still further the incidence of 
mould. This in itself could, however, create problems because in many cases mould is the first indication of 
unfitness and is readily recognisable by the housewife. 

The small bakeries in the area are generally well conducted and concentrate on the production and retail 
sale of confectionery rather than bread. 


PRESERVED FOOD PREMISES (Section 16, Food and Drugs Act, 1955) 


Peamimmbetoucemister at SUID 7 1 oo. cess cise ce we ewan a eae oe 216 
Pe Bee OPC Sitar are eh ies esate el asivays heute aplths we ee «© 20 
i RARE Sed Se ey ocees auc .,c 5 aU Rate aie a, aia te tah eta, Alas oud adsl ldo dy 2 6 
Meee merase Ald Sale OM) no. nee ae, eccs ous en aus hs eo sp fees 185 
LTE LSE EVSUISS «soggy EASING S SAWS Ra 5 


Premises used in connection with the manufacture, storage or sale of ice cream and the preparation or 
manufacture of certain meat and fish products are the only food premises required to be registered with a 
Local Authority. A registration can be refused if the premises are not satisfactory for the purpose for which 
they are intended and this procedure could with advantage be extended to all food premises, including 
mobile shops. It is argued that the Food Hygiene Regulations give sufficient power to Local Authorities if 
fully enforced but in practice it is better to start off on the right footing. 

No ice cream is manufactured in the area and the 185 registrations are for storage and sale only, most 
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being pre-packed products by well-known national manufacturers. There is a growing sale of soft ice cream 
from mobile vans based outside the Council’s area and close liaison is maintained with the Authorities 
concerned to ensure that adequate attention is paid to the cleansing and sterilising of freezer/dispensers. 

It was not necessary to take action under the Ice Cream (Heat Treatment) Regulations during the year. 


LICENSED PREMISES 


There are 111 licensed premises in the area compared with 154 in 1946 and this reduction in numbers 
follows the amalgamation of breweries and the closure of uneconomical or unsuitable premises. There are 
only four free houses remaining in the area, 107 being in the ownership of six breweries. 

Most premises are involved in catering to a varying degree from snacks at the bar to full meals. Frozen 
and canned foods allow a varied menu with quick service and the public are prepared to travel some 
distance for this kind of attention as evidenced by the increasing trade at several relatively isolated 
premises. Not all houses are, however, properly adapted for full catering and it is felt that preparation of 
food for sale, certainly in any quantity, should be in rooms designed for the purpose. All too often the 
domestic kitchen is in use and it becomes difficult to maintain a satisfactory standard of food hygiene when 
kitchens are used for private household purposes other than food preparation. 

The Department continues to enjoy a good relationship with the Breweries and as a rule essential work is 
carried out fairly quickly even though it may mean exceeding a rather tight budget. The catering side, is, 
however, usually held to be the responsibility of the tenant. 

Many public houses are registered under the Offices, Shops and Railway Premises Act, 1963 which 
requires the Local Authority to look after the welfare of employees in addition to customers’ protection. 

During the year 123 visits were paid to licensed premises for all purposes. 


LICENSING ACTS, 1961-64 


Under the provisions of these Acts all applications to the Justices for Certificates of Registration in 
respect of Clubs and similar premises are automatically referred to this Department for approval so far as 
Food Hygiene Regulations requirements are concerned and it affords an opportunity for the Council to 
object if premises do not reach the required standard. 

At the 31st December, 1971, 30 such premises were registered in the Council’s areas. 


FOOD SHOPS, CAFES AND OTHER FOOD PREMISES 


The following premises are subject to inspection by the Department in addition to those mentioned 
elsewhere: 


Food Shops . tc. 2 s.sche) 3 d0Sed, « SOs sere cent ie ne ee a 185 
Cafesiand Restaurants:g.20 Soe Ges Heth Oe A ee Sil 
Licensed Premises -£)2 2c. Bh cccte ie che we ew ae ee 111 
Licensed! Clubs 2.0 Sete. od. Cee ee ee eee 31 
Off Licences: ... Bee essai creche ee cn 26 
Residential Establishments, Hospitals; Homes, ete) 92..2 ene. ee 21 
Factory Camteens 0s. rvs rote aches. eure ey neste te tate itecte tele Fe Okt nT ena 15 
School Canteens ss. <<: sss tsetse 2 eee eee 24 


When one considers that more than a third of the total labour force in Great Britain is engaged in the 
food industry and that preparing food is a daily task facing each family, there is every reason to expect that 
children from a very early age should be taught about the nature of the food they eat and food hygiene 
generally. 

Education in food hygiene is essential for all catering workers and certainly any person employed on 
food premises in a managerial or supervisory capacity should be able to show evidence of appropriate 
training and be able to train others. 
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The Department is engaged in enforcing Food Hygiene Regulations generally but in particular the 
Inspectors try to educate food handlers in preventing the spread of harmful bacteria from person to person 
and from fresh meat to cooked foods and the control of bacterial growth by temperature control. These 
points were particularly emphasised in the early part of the year when a small outbreak of food poisoning 
was traced back to a restaurant with duck on the menu. Pate was also prepared from raw chickens livers 
which, on sampling, were found to be positive Salmonella. Swabbing of surfaces and utensils and sampling 
showed a carving knife and roast beef to be similarly infected — the latter having been contaminated either 
from a working surface or utensil used in the preparation of uncooked meats. Although a member of the 
staff was found to be infected the outbreak was quickly brought under control with the ready co-operation 
of the management concerned. 

Problems continue to arise resulting from the lack of proper coding of perishable foods and it is felt that 
this class of goods should be marked in such a way that both shopkeeper and housewife can easily recognise 
how old the food is and how long it will remain in good condition. Open date stamping has been accepted 
on the continent and should be generally introduced in this Country, preferably by adopting a coding 
common to all perishable foodstuffs. 

In the case of frozen foods it is the temperature at which food is stored that really matters rather than 
the length of time it is kept and the oft suggested colour coding system should be developed and adopted — 
its function being to indicate by change of colour when thawing out commences. 

The problems associated with the system of sale and return of perishable foodstuffs still remain. If 
roundsmen and retailers were required to deface all out-of-date perishables before collection this system of 
stock replacement could become acceptable. As it is, out-of-date foods for one reason or another sometimes 
become mixed up with fresh foodstuffs and easily find their way back on to some unfortunate retailer’s 
shelves. 

In March, 1971 the new Food Hygiene (General) Regulations, 1970 came into force which brought in 
such premises as flour mills and made them subject to general requirements. It also applies to farm premises 
where packaging or storage of eggs, fruit or vegetables are carried out. A leaflet entitled “Food Hygiene on 
the Farm”, setting out general requirements in simple terms was distributed to all units involved in this type 
of business and an effort made to visit in particular all retail outlets. 

Catering premises tend to make more use of microwave ovens which allow a wider range of frozen 
foodstuffs to be quickly prepared for the table. This form of cooking is particularly useful in large hospitals 
and institutions where staff work on a shift system and meals have to be available throughout the 24 hours. 
Another advantage is that surplus cooked food, after rapid cooling, can be made into snacks and quickly 
reheated. This is, of course, a step towards “‘Cook-Freeze”, the system which provides for large quantities 
of food being prepared in a main kitchen, followed by blast freezing. The frozen meals are then distributed 
to finishing kitchens as required. This system must have a lot of advantages from a food hygiene point of 
view, allowing skilled catering staff to be better utilised. 

There are three large hospitals in the area and at the invitation of the Hospital Management Committees 
catering arrangements are inspected periodically. School and institutional kitchens receive similar attention. 

The year has again seen an increase in duties under the Imported Food Regulations of 1968. This 
involves bulk containers being forwarded direct to importers from the port of entry and the Department is 
notified of any containers not examined. Three firms are involved in this activity — fruit pulp, frozen fruit, 
etc., to a jam factory; cheeses to a wholesale food warehouse and dried milk powder to an animal 
feeding-stuff factory. A 100% inspection is maintained. 

Although there are no markets in the Council’s area many roadside stalls are in operation during the fruit 
season and are required to comply with the Food Hygiene (Markets, Stalls and Delivery Vehicles) 
Regulations which were introduced in 1967. This also applies to mobile shops and delivery vehicles 
although traders mostly prefer to pre-pack goods rather than provide washing facilities, etc., on the vehicles. 

The public are encouraged to notify the Department of any foodstuffs found on purchase to be in an 
unsatisfactory condition but on the whole, complaints are relatively few considering the large turnover. 
During the year, nine cases of mould in foodstuffs were investigated — two in bread and one each in 
crumpets, desiccated coconut, apple and rhubarb pie, cheese and doughnuts. Ir the latter case a forces 
canteen was involved and the Commanding Officer of the Station insisted on dealing with the matter 
himself rather than the Local Authority (as he is entitled to do, the offence having been committed within 
the Station), but one would have expected a member of the forces to be allowed the same protection as a 
civilian in such a case. 

The following matters were also reported to the Department — caterpillar in frozen peas, worms in cod 
fillets, slug in packet of peas, debris in corn oil, sour back-rashers of bacon and animal matter in a tin of 
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imported fruit. All complaints are thoroughly investigated and steps taken to prevent further incidents. 
Only where culpable negligence is demonstrated is prosecution resorted to and during the year two cases 
resulted in fines totalling £61 with £25 costs. 


MILK SUPPLY 
Number of Wholesale: Producers:in'the area... = 5.) so ee eee 25 
Number of Producer/ Retailers ity the area’) .\.' 2 22 oS. Se ee ee 2 
Number of Retail Purveyors in the’area’ 2. 2220: = . =. see cee 49 
Number of Distributors with Premises in the area ...................000. 12 


Only one Producer/Retailer sells untreated milk in the area. This is tuberculin tested and regularly 
sampled for both bacteriological and biological purposes. In the main, Brucella Abortus is now the only 
animal disease of any significance in terms of numbers transmissible to man via milk in this Country and it 
was good news to learn that an area eradication programme began on Ist November, 1971. Under this 
scheme five areas of Great Britain selected by the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food were subject 
to control procedures and all herds, not entered in the voluntary schemes will be blood tested with 
restrictions on the movement of cattle where necessary. It is anticipated that Cambridgeshire will be 
involved within the next two or three years. A Diversion Order still remains operative on one source of 
supply following an outbreak of Salmonella infection traced back to the herd. 

The District Council continues to register dairies and distributors and is responsible for general hygiene 
in such premises, except where they are associated with production. In the latter case, it is the staff of the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food who are responsible whilst processing is supervised by the 
County Council as Food and Drugs Authority. 

Supplying milk to the public has become a very efficient business, being mainly the concern of a handful 
of large combines. This has resulted in a higher standard of purity and cleanliness but we still meet with 
problems associated with foreign matter in the milk and dirty or stained milk bottles. The Trade instal 
equipment and spotters to eliminate these troubles but as long as returnable containers are in use problems 
are likely to arise from misuse of bottles by the public. Lightweight polythene bottles are already being 
introduced and apart from the disposal problem they should be well received. 


OFFICES, SHOPS AND RAILWAY PREMISES ACT, 1963 


This Act which has been in force since the Ist August, 1964 is designed to safeguard the health, welfare 
and safety of non-industrial workers not covered by the Factories Acts. Administration of the Act is 
divided between the Local Authority and the Factory Inspectorate — the latter being responsible for 
premises owned by the Crown and Local Authorities or used for factory or railway purposes. The Local 
Fire Authority has overall responsibility for dealing with fire precautions. 

The Act covers the provision of adequate heating, lighting, ventilation, toilet accommodation, washing 
facilities, first aid equipment and cleanliness. Safety of employees is also taken into account and the 
Department is particularly interested in the problems associated with accident prevention. All accidents 
resulting in employees being absent from work for more than three days are required to be reported to the 
Local Authority concerned so that investigations may be carried out. 

All premises in which the sum of hours worked by employees, other than relatives, is normally more 
than 21 in each week, are required to be registered, after which detailed inspections are carried out. It is the 
Department’s aim to revisit at least once every 12 months although this is not always achieved. 

During the year 11 new premises were registered, making a total of 202 on the register and 150 visits 
were recorded. Eighty-three contraventions were found. 

The following report was submitted to the Minister of Labour on the 27th January, 1972: 


1. Registration of Premises 

Premises registered under the Offices, Shops and Railway Premises Act, 1963 numbered 202 at the 31st 
December, 1971, showing a decrease of 15 on the previous year’s figures. The majority of premises are 
retail shops (59%) with offices (23%) and catering establishments (11%). One thousand and thirty persons 
were employed in registered premises during the year being a reduction of 42 as compared with 1970. 
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2. Operation of the General Provisions of the Act 


All plans submitted for Building Regulation approval continue to be scrutinised so that any requirements 
can be stated at an early stage. As a result, Architects, etc., are now becoming well aware of the provisions 
of the Act dealing with the structural requirements. 

Seventy-three contraventions were noted during ,the year as compared with 48 in 1970. Most were 
concerned with redecoration of premises, display of the Abstract and maintenance of first aid boxes up to 
standard. Four cases of dangerous machinery were recorded and three cases concerned blocked 
passageways. 

It has been noted there is some reluctance by employees of smaller firms to report contraventions 
presumably out of loyalty to employers. Problems also arise when firms expand rapidly necessitating the 
holding of large stocks in small premises. This inevitably results in either overcrowding or obstructed 
passageways. 

The Department continually reminds employers of the necessity to notify accidents immediately they 
occur and during the period under review three such notifications were received. Full investigations were 
carried out in each case. Two of the accidents could have been prevented by the wearing of protective 
footwear. In the third case, the driver of a “reach” truck received spinal injuries when his vehicle passed 
over a hole in a concrete floor causing a wheel to snap off. The subsequent jar was transmitted to his spine. 
Remedial measures were adopted by management in all three cases. 

No problems have arisen under the Offices, Shops and Railways Premises (Hoists and Lifts) Regulations 
of 1968 and it was not found necessary to take statutory action during the year under review. 


TABLE A 


REGISTRATIONS AND GENERAL INSPECTIONS 


Number of registered 
premises receiving 
one or more general 
inspections during 
the year 


(4) 


Total number of 
registered premises 
at end of year 


(3) 


47 
119 
7 


Number of Premises 
newly registered 
during the year 


(2) 


Class of Premises 


(1) 


Offices 
Retail Shops : 

Wholesale Shops, Warehouses 
Catering Establishments open 
to the public, Canteens 

Fuel Storage Depots 


23 
6 


TABLE B 


NUMBER OF VISITS OF ALL KINDS (INCLUDING GENERAL INSPECTIONS) 
REGISTERED PREMISES ............ 150 
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TABLE C 


ANALYSIS BY WORKPLACE OR PERSONS EMPLOYED IN REGISTERED 
PREMISES AT END OF YEAR 


Class of Workplace Number of Persons Employed 
(1) (2) 


Offices 

Retail Shops 

Wholesale Departments, Warehouses 
Catering Establishments open to the Public 


Canteens 
Fuel Storage Depots 


Total 


Total Males 


Total Females 


MEAT INSPECTION 


Three slaughterhouses operate in the Council’s area. Two are used by retailers in connection with their 
own trade whilst the third is entirely concerned with wholesale butchery. 

All three premises are adaptations of existing buildings and whilst the smaller ones are suitable for a 
limited throughput the third and larger slaughterhouse is now working to capacity and under conditions 
which make it difficult to secure full compliance with regulations. The owner has therefore been 
encouraged to enlarge the killing area and instal modern aids. These works should be completed during 
19572; 

A 100% meat inspection service has been maintained since the decentralisation of slaughtering in 1954 
and it is carried out in accordance with Schedule 1 of the Meat Regulations, 1963, following which carcases 
are stamped if passed as being fit for human consumption. Throughput has more than doubled since 1970 
and inevitably this has taken a larger proportion of the Inspectors’ time including overtime at weekends and 
public holidays. 

The Council’s scale of charges for inspection of carcases was unchanged during 1971 but in accordance 
with The Meat Inspection (Amendment) Regulations, 1971 an all round increase will apply from Ist 
January, 1972 as follows: 


Old Charge New Charge 
Bovine Animal 7 oo oe 12%p 18p 
Calf Or Pict pe rs ehteeth ois 4p 5p 
Sheep, Lamb or Goat ..... 2%p 4p 


As shown in Table No. 8 income from this source during 1971 amounted to £485.63 with an increase of 
141% over the previous year’s kill. 

The incidence of disease and abnormality shows a slight increase in cattle, pigs and sheep but a decrease 
in calves. Twenty-one carcases of beef showed evidence of past infection with Cysticercus Bovis and in two 
cases it was necessary to require treatment by refrigeration. No carcases were found to be affected with 
Tuberculosis during 1971. 

Sixty-seven specimens from 20 casualty animals were submitted for bacteriological investigation. Heavy 
growths of corynebacterium pyogenes and mixed saprophytes were present in eight of the specimens. 

The Meat (Sterilisation) Regulations, 1969 are enforced to ensure that all meat unfit for human 
consumption is sterilised before being used for pet foods, fertilisers, etc., but difficulties have been 
encountered particularly with collecting vehicles from other areas. 
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The advice and assistance of the Public Health Laboratory Service, the Divisional Veterinary Officer and 
the Veterinary Investigation Centre is again gratefully acknowledged. 


TABLE No. 8 


SUMMARY OF MEAT INSPECTED AND CONDEMNED YEAR ENDING 31st DECEMBER, 1971 


All Diseases Except T.B. 
Whole carcases and offal con- 
demned 


Carcases of which some part or 
organ condemned 


14% 
(13.7%) 


9 
=) 
% of number inspected affected 41% 
with disease other than T.B. (-) 
T.B. Only 
Whole carcases and offal con- 
demned 


Carcases of which some part or 
organ condemned 


% of number inspected affected 
with T.B. 


Number of Organs or Parts 
Condemned — All Diseases 


= ( 
—( 


) 
-) 


not 
Sows 


6% 
(11.8%) 


91 (13) = 15 (2) 


als) 


= (©) 
I (=) 


Cysticercosis 

(Degenerated Cysts) 

Carcases of which some part or organ was 
condemned 21 (2) 


Carcases submitted to treatment by re- 
frigeration 2(-) 


(Figures in brackets refer to comparable figures for 1970) 


41 


pee Sines 
Pe, ea eof 8 


35 (13) 
— (3) 
— (4) 


= (=) 


Income from Meat Inspection 


166.68 
230.25% 
88.65 
0.04 


£485.63 


£ 
(75.87) 
(91.35) 
(35.45) 


Beef 
Pork 
Mutton 
Goat 


Total (£202.67) 


POULTRY INSPECTION 


There are no large scale processing companies operating in the area but random checks are carried out 
at small poultry premises and retail shops, particularly around the Christmas period. 

The provisions of the Slaughter of Poultry Act, 1967 are enforced as far as possible, but smaller premises 
not being registerable are difficult to locate and control‘and possibly provide the greatest risk to health. 

All Inspectors in the Department have attended courses on Poultry Inspection. 


SLAUGHTER OF ANIMALS ACT, 1933-58 


Licences to'Slaughter Animals Renewed) 2)... 5 «4 « <sole tie siete nea eee 6 
New Bicences issued seo reece eo eee ee ck me ee ete i) 
Total‘on Register. at 31.12.71) w..g¢ 2 eye 2. ve. s Oo ee eee ce - 


Slaughtering is carried out at only three premises in the area and nine persons are now licensed to 
slaughter. 

The Department is responsible for administering the Slaughter of Animals (Prevention of Cruelty) 
Regulations, 1958 which is designed to prevent suffering by animals awaiting slaughter. No contraventions 
have been recorded during the year. 


APPENDIX 


FACTORIES ACT, 1961 
ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31.12.71 


1. INSPECTION for the purposes of provisions as to health (including inspections made by Public Health 


Inspectors). 
Number 


on Written Occupiers 
Premises Register | Inspections | Notices | Prosecuted 


(1) 


(i) Factories in which Sections 1, 2, 3, 4 and 


6 are to be enforced by Local Authorities 
(ii) Factories not included in (i) in which Sec- 
tion 7 is enforced by the Local Authority 
(iii) Other Premises in which Section 7 is en- 
forced by the Local Authority (excluding 
out-workers’ premises) 


2. Cases in which DEFECTS were found 


Number of Cases in which 
defects were found Number of 


cases in 
prosecutions 
To H.M. By H.M. were 


Particulars Found Remedied | Inspector | Inspector instituted 


(1) (2) 


Want of cleanliness (S.1) 
Overcrowding (S.2) 
Unreasonable Temperature (S.3) 


Inadequate Ventilation (S.4) 
Ineffective Drainage of Floors 
(S.6) 
Sanitary Conveniences (S.7) 
(a) Insufficient 
(b) Unsuitable or Defective 
(c) Not separate for sexes 
Other offences against the Act 
(not including offences relat- 
ing to Out-work) 


OUTWORK 
(Sections 133 and 134) 


No. of out- No. of No. of No. of 
workers in cases of prosecu- instances 
August List default tions for of work in 
required by | in sending failure to unwhole- 
Nature of Section 133 lists to supply some Notices Prose- 
Work (1) (c) the Council lists premises Served cutions 


(1) (6) (7) 


Wearing Apparel, 
Making, etc. 

Cleaning and 
Washing 

Making Artificial 
Flowers 


Se 
<P 


